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• The meeting began at 1:10pm at the UNC School of Government 
• The minutes from March meeting were not available for approval.  
• The treasurer’s/financial report were motioned for approval, seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
President’s Report:  John Morrow 
No new health directors 
 
State Health Director’s Report:  Danny Staley 
Dr Gerald not in attendance. Danny is reporting on behalf of Laura Gerald: 

 
Sequestration – 5.2% hold-back on a few things. Some grants, etc have been pulled back, as far as 
funding announcements. If you are BCCCP plus county – 53 counties – the money is being pulled 
back. The billing up until today is ok for services that were rendered.  
House and Senate have introduced the governor’s budget bill. Provision for Food and Lodging fees.  
Cost Report – nothing new to report. Lots of changes.  For cost reports that have been submitted, we 
have recalled them from CMS to make some changes.   You will have to re-attest on the new numbers.  
 
Public Health Task Force – Gibbie Harris 
Public Health Task Force is meeting the first week of May to consider recommendations from staff.  
 

N.C. Division of Public Health Report:    
 

Joy Reed: No report 
 
Layton Long 
Gov budget bill – Food and Lodging fee – this AM spoke with bill drafting about fees and the structure.  
 Senate Bill 482 – Changing certified food protection manager standard.  Trying to eliminate the 
requirement of having the certified food protection manager on site when the inspection is done.  
Restaurant Association is opposing the bill.  
HB 396 – DENR proposed bill  - Public Health Commission will develop education for well permitting.  
Where can you issue a well permit relative to a known contamination site?  They are some issues around 
this.  DEH is looking at this. Have proposed language drafted.  

 
Executive Director’s Report:  Lynette Tolson 
Have support from Senate HHS Appropriation Chair on Food and Lodging fees 
3 counties that have not paid NCLAHD dues -  Let us know if you need a new invoice. Thanks for those 
that paid, as well as NCPHA org dues.  
There is a grant to train Navigators. We have joined forces with other safety net programs. NC is getting 
$2.2 million. The group will figure out how to put this in place.  
 
Pregnancy Care Management – Belinda Pettiford, Head of Womens Health Branch 
Vienna Barger and  Kate Berrien – presented a power point – in your packet 
Everyone should have received a packet for their county. This is early data. There will be a webinar next 
week to review data. Staff are invited.  
VB – Lots of data available for care management. All counties are measured the same way. This data will 
show you how you compare to others. The data will not tell you the how or why, but will show you the 
number. We are starting to look at CQI. This data will create initial data points.  
KB – CCC networks are your partners and have received this datre. We are managing all pregnant patients. 
Truly a pre-term prevention initiative.  
VB – review of data dashboard measurements.  There are four.  
 
Measles Outbreak – Beth West 
Tuesday – learned of 3 cases of measles. Very contagious illness.  The biggest challenge is there are so 
many unvaccinated contacts.  There are currently 5 cases and investigating 600 contacts.  We can expand 
use of vaccine during outbreak situation. So, you can move to Universal Vaccine coverage in the following 
counties:  Transylvania, Henderson, Polk, Rutherford, Surry, Yadkin, Stokes, Forsythe, Orange, Caswell, 
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Person Lenoir, Granville, Alamance, Durham and Chatham.  Please keep the state updated on vaccines that 
you have administered. The state will send you a form to complete.  
Highly encourage active surveillance for all counties. The index case exposed people in four counties. Be 
on alert for those that are sick with fever and a rash. Isolate immediately and call the state.  
There will be a 10am call for health directors on Friday, April 19.  
Required vaccination at 12 months for all. 2nd vaccine recommended.  
 
Education and Awards:  Paula Carden 
Did not meet 
 
Accreditation and Quality:  Buck Wilson 
Did not meet 
Information:  

Presentation of Accreditation and  Re-Accreditation plaques 
 

Health Promotion:  Merle Green 
Did not meet 
 
Women and Children’s Health:  Bill Smith 
 Did not meet 
 
Technology: Dennis Joyner 
 Did not meet  
 
Epidemiology/Preparedness:  Jim Madson 
Motion: No 
Information:      
 

1. PIO Training:   (Julie Casani)  
a. PHP&R will be distributing a letter and information later this week regarding this 

requirement which has been identified by Local Health Departments as a high priority 
gap in the assessment process. 

b. b.      The 5-year PHEP grant has specific requirement for those staff members that would 
be responsible for communicating crisis communication during a PH emergency. This 
may be a Health Director, Preparedness Coordinators, County PIO, etc. The requirement 
is for 2 ICS courses taken as self-study, available on line and not in classrooms. 

c. c.       There are additional training opportunities that will be discussed in regional PC 
meetings that will be made available but these are not substitutes for these 2 ICS courses. 

d. d.      Documentation received upon completion will be reviewed at site visits. 
 

2. National Health Security Preparedness Index: (Julie Casani)  
a. Developed as a result of Homeland Security Presidential Directive 8 and is related 

specifically to resiliency. Resiliency depends on many issues not just preparedness but 
the base health status of the community. 

b. ASTHO has been asked by CDC to develop this Index and over 100 people have 
participated form federal, state, local level, academia, private sector, etc. This Index 
would be published annually.  

c. There are 140 measures that are already collected—no new measures. 
d. Examples of measures include: ability for a state able to function 5 12-hour days for 6-8 

weeks, average percentage of children who have received all basic vaccinations, enacted 
liability laws for volunteers and registered nurses per 100,000 population. 
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e. The draft Index is now out for review to the preparedness directors and a few Health 
Officers will be asked to look at it. 

3. Influenza surveillance update (Nicole Lee) 
a. We continue to see influenza activity throughout the state, as indicated by: 1) flu-

associated deaths; 2) outbreaks in long-term care facilities;  and 3) the proportion of 
samples testing positive for influenza by the NC State Laboratory of Public Health. 

b. H7N9 is a novel avian virus that has recently been reported in humans for the first time.  
Cases have only been seen in China at this point, but with the high rate of travel to and 
from that area we have distributed guidance to local health directors and medical 
societies for the detection, testing, and treatment of possible human cases.  Please 
distribute to providers in your county. 

 
4. General outbreak(s) update for March, 2013  (Jennifer MacFarquhar) 

a. CDB notified of 34 outbreaks 
b. Of these, 29 were norovirus or norovirus-like illness; 5 were influenza or influenza-like 

illness 
c. The majority of these were in adult care homes/assisted living facilities; 3 were 

associated with restaurants. 
 

5. Public health investigation of a transplant-associated human rabies case  (Stephanie Griese) 
a. A North Carolina resident died of unrecognized rabies infection in Florida in September 

2011. His organs were donated to four recipients. 
b. The Maryland kidney recipient died of rabies in February 2013, prompting the diagnosis 

of the organ donor. 
c. An extensive public health investigation involving local, state, federal and international 

partners ensued with four main parts: Organ Donor Rabies Exposure Investigation, Organ 
Donor Contact Investigation, Organ Recipient Contact Investigation, Living Organ 
Recipient Evaluations.  Over 500 people were contacted and approximately 50 were 
recommended to receive rabies post exposure prophylaxis due to contact with infected 
tears, saliva or brain tissue. 

 
6. Large tuberculosis contact investigation in a school (Elizabeth Zeringue, one of the 4 state TB 

nurse consultants.) 
a. This investigation was presented to provide an opportunity for all LHD directors to be 

aware of intervention that may follow the diagnosis of a case of active pulmonary 
tuberculosis in a school student 

b. School exposure was smear positive, culture confirmed tuberculosis in a student 
c. 86 high priority school contacts identified and tested. 5 additional persons need testing. 1 

person did not return for interpretation of TB Skin Test (TST) and will be repeated. 4 
persons with history of prior positive tests were screened. 

d. 77 negative initial TST, 8 positive initial TST - all 8 have had chest x-rays and been 
offered treatment for Latent TB Infection. 

e. 33 home/work contacts tested; 16 positive TST on initial round of testing. All of these are 
foreign born persons. Approximately 8-10 children ages <6 will be offered prophylactic 
TB treatment until a second round of TST. 

f. A second round of TST is performed 8 weeks after the first round to detect new positive 
test that might be a direct result from exposure to the student diagnosed with TB. 

g. One additional suspect with presumed TB disease was identified in the social network. 
This person is smear negative, culture pending and has been started on medication. 

 
7. Dr. Carl Williams indicated that the Vectorborne Disease Memos will be shared with phleaders in 

the next few days. 
 

8. Dr Zimmerman indicated that the efforts of Dr Leslie Burke has decreased the turn-a-round time 
on PAPs and other test from Cytopathology Lab bu over 50%.  They continue to look for more 



North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors 
Full Association Meeting 
April 18, 2013 -1:00pm. 

Minutes 

4 
 

improvement.  Also they are looking at was to decrease confusion in the interpretation of results 
and better ways to communicate with the local partners needing the results.   

 
 
 
Policy and Planning:  Doug Urland 
Handout of all Public Health bills provided 
John Morrow reported on: 
HB 482 – Motion to oppose this bill. 2nd .  Motion passed. 
Lynette reported on bills 
HB 18 – in senate rules committee. Expect movement. Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed.  
HB 109 – Resolution in opposition of this bill.  Motion to oppose. 2nd. Motion passed.  
HB 173. – Generic support of Substance abuse issues – 2nd.  Motion passed. 
Several bills as related to CON issues.  HB 177 is one of them. Will affect rural hospitals 
HB 399 – not in the packet – Agency bill – DHHS – Medicaid and Health Choice provider screening. Adds 
LHD’s  to the moderate risk. This will create audits during accreditation. Motion to oppose having LHDs 
included on the moderate risk list and keep on the low list. 2nd.  Motion passed.  
HB 459 – Chronic Care Coordination Act – Motion to support bill – 2nd. Motion passed.  
HB 499 – Texting while driving. Increases the fine. Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed.  
HB 676 – Eliminate Dietetics and Nutrition Board – Motion to oppose. 2nd .  Motion passed.  
HB  688 and 761- Certified Well Contractors amendment and removal. Licensing board issue. The board 
will handle.  
HB 693 – Motion to oppose.  2nd. Motion passed.    
HB 704 – Telemedicine – Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed 
HB 792 – Raw Milk – Motion to oppose. 2nd. Motion passed 
HB 798 – Release of Medical Records – Motion to oppose. 2nd.  Motion passed 
HB 803 – HighPerformance School Act  - Motion to support. 2nd.  Motion passed 
HB 832 – Immunization Authority for Pharmacists – Motion to oppose. 2nd.  Motion passed.   We feel like 
it should be handled through existing board vs legislation. Also, the state would not have capacity to handle 
too many pharmacies.  
HB 957 – Food desert zones – Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed 
SB 23 – Tobacco Free Community Colleges – Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed.  
SB 32 – Periodic Review and Expiration of Rules – Motion to support with amendments. 2nd. Motion 
passed.  
SB 132 – Child Fatality Task Force – School Health Education  - Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed. 
SB 347 – Study Unified Public Health System – Motion to remain neutral on this bill 
SB 417 – Establish State Public Health Authority – Motion to oppose.  2nd.  Motion passed 
SB 486 – Pertussis, Education and Awareness – Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed.  
SB -530   Ecig sales to minor prohibited. Motion to support. 2nd. Motion did not pass. Would recommend 
some amendments and ask that Sally to put some info together to improve the bill. 
SB 572 – Newborn screening – Krabbe disease – No action taken.  
SB 612 – Restricting City and Counties rule making authority – Does not impact BOH, but impacts 
commissioners.  The NCACC opposes.   Motion to oppose. 2nd  Motion passed 
SB 626 – Animal Shelters – follow the bill 
SB 700– Epi pens in schools – Motion to support. 2nd. Motion passed.  
SB 703 – Pre-emption bill. Copy of bill provided.  This would eliminate authority under HB 2 around 
outside areas.  IT would roll back many smoke free areas that have already been put in place.  Motion to 
oppose. 2nd .  Motion passed.  
HB 683 – Common sense consumption act - Big Gulp bill – Motion to oppose. 2nd.  Motion passed.  
 
Reimbursement and Finance:  Tommy Jarrell 
Did not meet 
 
Environmental Health:  Steve Smith 
 Did not meet 
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Nominations and By-laws:  Beth Lovette 
Motion: Amendment to the By-laws were sent to the health directors, along with Draft operating 
procedures after getting no response from Executive Committee.   So, we have 60 days to review, as 
required. Motion made and passed.  
 
Action Items from the Region 
Motion: None 
 
Partner/Liaison Reports 
 
• NCAPHA:  Anne Thomas – no report 

 
 
• NCPHA:  Phillip Tarte – no report 

 
• Institute of Public Health:  Anna Schenck 

1. !!Accreditation –many thanks to the accreditation and QI committee for their work on the 
funding plan for next year.   
 

2. Workforce needs assessment – Thanks to all who promoted the workforce assessment 
in their health departments.  The assessment is now closed.  We had an overall response 
rate of 50%, not quite what we had hoped for but will provide useful information on 
training needs. Analysis is now underway.  
 

3. Training and TA: 
 

a. The Evidence-Based Public Health (EBPH) training, April 22-24, at ECU has 
been filled!  Thank you for promoting this.  We apologize for not being able to 
accommodate everyone but will assess whether we need to offer this again. 

b. The Public Health Leaders in Practice, which places students in LHDs, has 
matched students to six sites (thank you to Granville-Vance, Brunswick, 
Richmond, Rutherford-Polk-McDowell, Robeson, Wilkes!).  Orientation for the 
students and is planned for May 7.  If you didn’t get a student and still want one, 
please contact Dorothy Cilenti. 
 

4. Upcoming events worth noting: 
 

a. Thanks to all who joined us for the Celebration of Collaboration networking 
session.  We had a good turnout of local, state and academic leaders.  We will 
send out a summary of the suggestions that came out of the networking session.  

 
 
• Institute of Government:  Jill Moore – no report 

 
• ANCBH:  Barbara Ann Hughes – no report 

 
The next Meeting is May 16 at 10:00 AM, Cardinal Room, Six Forks Rd. 

 
 
 




























