
 

 

     

 

August 16, 2018 
       

Senator Richard Burr 
2000 West First St 
Suite 508 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27104 
 
Dear Senator Burr,  
 
The North Carolina Association of Local Health Director (NCALHD), representing all 84 health 
departments in NC, is pleased to submit feedback on proposed federal legislation entitled the 
“Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act of 2018”. Our membership is in 
support of comments recently submitted to the Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee by the 
National Association for County & City Health Officials (NACCHO) and the Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO). These comments were in regards to: authorization levels, the 
emergency fund, provisions related to HPP and the Strategic National Stockpile, codifying the role of 
CDC in administering the PHEP program and addressing administrative efficiencies.  
 
Local health departments play a critical role in local, state and national security and have increased 
their individual and collective capacity, capability, and impact over the last 15 years to manage the 
consequences of emergencies more effectively thereby saving lives and preventing or reducing 
injury and illness. These accomplishments are due, in large part, to the leadership, strategy, policy, 
and the investments provided by the federal government to state and local partners to build and 
sustain a strong public health and medical preparedness system. North Carolina’s accomplishments 
and successes, from mitigating Ebola outbreaks in 2014 to responding to Hurricane Matthew in 
2016, and currently, responding to the opioid epidemic, can be directly attributed to the Pandemic 
and All Hazards Preparedness Act. This Act, both in its initial and first reauthorization form, was 
transformational as it pertains to public health and healthcare preparedness and has provided the 
requisite direction, authority, and authorization of resources to enable our members to do their job 
in the best way possible.  
 
Our comment on this legislation is related to Improving efficiency and strategic planning for the 
use of PHEP and HPP Funds. NCALHD feels this legislation would further the work of local public 
health if it included the allowance of pre-preparedness training for all staff, regardless of salary 
funding source, for emergency purposes. In alignment with recommendation from ASTHO, we offer 
for consideration the following amendment to the proposed legislation:  
 

Notwithstanding any existing provisions to the contrary, formally allow state, local, and 
territorial public health staff funded through federal categorical cooperative agreements 
and grants to allocate up to 5 percent of their time to participate in pre-incident 
preparedness-oriented training and exercises as well as be assigned to response activities. 
This will help promote an agency-wide culture of preparedness and would enable state, 
local, and territorial public health departments to more easily and quickly redirect, on a 



temporary and limited basis, existing, skilled staff to serve as a force multiplier without the 
impediment of funding source restrictions (e.g. General Funds vs. federal categorical grant 
funding), when needed and would serve an important purpose, especially during those 
smaller scale events when additional personnel are needed but the threshold for formal 
temporary redirection of personnel is not met.  

 
NCALHD and our members look forward to working with you in the future. Thank you for 
representing and serving North Carolina.  
 

 

Dennis Joyner, MPH 

President, NCALHD 

Health Director, Division of Public Health, Union County Human Services 

 

 

         

 
 


