MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

October 18, 2007

Call to Order—Wanda Sandele

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
Announcements:

· Introduction of Lynette Tolson – New Executive Director
· Heather Gates is in the hospital

· Deb Rowe – Breast Cancer

Approval of the Minutes—Danny Staley
Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report—Danny Staley
The motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report.  Motion seconded.  Motion carried.
Executive Director’s Report—Heather Gates

None
State Health Director’s Report—Leah Devlin

· We had the first Public Health Taskforce meeting, which went very well.  Eleven legislators attend the meeting.

· Public Health Study Commission is being reappointed.

· Medicaid fraud and abuse information

· Kate B. Reynolds – $28,000,000.00 available.

· New HIV testing rules

· Nurse Family Partners – four to six counties will be selected to participate

State Environmental Health Director’s Report—Terry Pierce

· Statewide Private Well Program
· Programs & Funding 

· Contracts for 4 LHDs still pending, Greene, RPM, Wilkes, and Haywood.  There is a new contract process and different staff reviewing the contracts.

· Process for getting funds:  send invoice of expenditures (listed in approved detailed budget submitted with application) to Lucia Woodlief.

· Problems with Testing/Sampling – Nitrite/Nitrate samples are frequently unsuitable for analysis due to being out of temperature.
· Rules

· Rules for Permitting & Inspection of Private Drinking Water Wells 15A NCAC 2C .0300 & Testing of Private Drinking Water Wells will be posted on the Onsite Water Protection Web Page in the next few days.
· Public Comment / Public Hearings

· Raleigh – Oct 30 @ 2:00 p.m.; 1H120, Parker Lincoln Bldg
· Washington, NC-Nov 14 @ 2:00 p.m.; NCDENR Washington Office, 943 Washington Square Mall

· Swannanoa, NC- Nov 29 @ 2:00 p.m.; NCDENR Asheville Regional Office, 2090 US Hwy 70

· Jim Hayes will be briefing the Commission for Public Health on the Rules tomorrow, Oct. 19.

· Staff

· Interviews for Environmental Supv II position for Well Branch have been completed, hope to make announcement soon.

· CIT
· Incubator Project – Proposal to allow rising seniors at WCU and ECU to get college course credit and complete CIT as part of Internship with LHD.  Looking for LHD to host/sponsor students for Internship.  Contact Tony Arnold if interested. (More details to follow with Environmental Health Committee report).

· Report to Legislature re:  Cherokee County Pilot Program (Provision from HB900/SB902-2005-06 Session re: Privatization)

· Due date for Report had been extended until first of Nov.

· Will recommend continuation of Pilot in Cherokee Co. as currently operated.  Inadequate data to evaluate environmental impact or to make further recommendations.

· Management of EH Data

· All division IT positions are being reorganized to report directly to the Department, affects ~ 15 DEH positions 
· Considering all data management options, but not going through RFP process

· BETS is not DEAD, despite rumors to the contrary

· In process of testing for private vendors and laptop

· Will be looking at “hits” on websites to determine most popular, then make them more accessible/prominent

· Inspection Frequencies for Food Service Facilities

· LHDs are being asked to provide information re: the # of critical violations and return visits made.

· Temporary spreadsheet has been sent to all health directors until online reporting system is completed, please forward documents to appropriate staff.
Special Reports
None
Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance –Anne Thomas

No Action
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette

Discussion:  To prepare for the next legislative session we have been working on a Survey.
Motion: To approve a survey.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

Agreement Addenda has been reviewed by the Committee.
Motion:  To approve Agreement Addenda.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Technology—Layton Long

The purpose of the survey will be to collect baseline data on the methodologies prioritization for community health data.  Surveys would be handled and coordinated by the regional reps.

Motion:  To support the pre and post assessment needed for implementation of the CATCH Data Warehouse.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Epidemiology—John Morrow

No Action
Policy and Planning—Rosemary Summers

No Action
Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

Motion:  To distribute Random Moment Time Study funds (beginning with First Quarter 07-08) based on amount earned by county.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

Motion:  To support CIT Internship.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
DWQ pulling out from helping the SOP course training of the well program.
Motion:  To send a letter from the Association to the Secretary of DENR to give Environmental Health support from all his organizations to help us get ready for the Well Program.  Motion comes from the floor, seconded.  Motion carried.
Nominations and By-Laws—Elaine Russell

Discussion - ByLaws – benefits we offer for members vs. non paying persons

Motion:  Limit access to Message Board and Listserve for paying members only.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Education and Awards—Doug Urland

No Action
Accreditation—John Rouse

No Action

Preparedness – Gibbie Harris

Motion:  Recommend that the Association support the State’s Preparedness proposal, asking the NCALHD chair, Wanda Sandele, to sign the letter of support.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Action Items from Regions
No Action
Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance—Anne Thomas

None
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette
· Fluoride varnishing project and pediatric treatment
· PAN Agreement Addenda review

· Diabetes RFA – Should have gotten it by email

· Asthma RFA out

· HB24 Toolkit update
· Senior Program – senior grant/road map for health aging

· Chronic Disease Self Management

· BCCCP expansion – 37 local health departments requested expansion funds.  All 37 will be getting funds.
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

None
Technology—Layton Long

· HIS update training using e-training.  May need updated hardware.
· Final Review

· John Graham, CDP, will come to the Regions

· HIS-PHTIN review November 13th and 27th, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.
Epidemiology—Tim Monroe
· Public Health Taskforce
· NCEDS

· Flu surveillance systems

· HPV testing 
Policy and Planning—Rosemary Summers

· 24 month requirement OSP added to staff.  We are asking Drake Manard, State Personnel Director, to come next month to give us a briefing and answer any questions.  If you have questions, it would be good to send them to Rosemary Summers.
· Re-employment of Retired Public Health Workers – We do think this is something we should pursue.  You will be seeing more about this issue in the future and we will be adding it to our legislative agenda.
Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

None
Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

· Discussion – Storm Water Runoff.  Has been passed off to the AG’s office.

· OSSWW – changing coding on on-site waste water activities.  This is an effort to find out what types of systems are going in, and to see which one are performing the best.

Nominations and ByLaws—Don Yousey
None

Education and Awards—Doug Urland

· HAM Stevens Award and Public Health Partners Award will be given out in January at the State Health Directors Conference.
· Legal Conference will be April 16-17, 2008.

Preparedness
· Roles of the group 

· Public Taskforce – Preparedness Committee “price tag on infrastructure”.  What needed and necessary to maintain.

· Communication

· PhP & R agent – Maintain priorities - maintain support for local, lab, tech support, new priorities – real-time disease detection (poison control centers)

· State Projects – “Go for Green”, PanFlu - schools/daycares

· Meetings – 7:30 a.m. Thursday before the Association meeting.
Regional Reports
None
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – John Graham
· Accreditation – the fall cycle is beginning

· We are in the process of hiring for the new administrator

School of Government – Amiee Wall
· December 10th and 11th there will be a seminar on “Legal Basics” for health directors and senior administrators at the School of Government.

· Confidentiality Seminar will be held on March 11, 2008.

· Health Directors Legal Conference is April 16-17, 2008

NCPHA – Wayne Raynor
None

ANCBH – Bob Blackburn
· Accreditation meeting December 18th.  Hope to see some of you there.

· Education/Training – we are working with East Carolina for orientation for local boards of health.  Work in progress.

· Active in Advocacy – we will be sending a form out.  Please complete and return forms to us by December 1.

· Retired public health workers returning to work – we want all counties to show their support.
· The Family Smoking and Health Prevention Act – will give the Food & Drug Administration authority over the tobacco products.

Other 

December 19, 2007 from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. will be a Planning Session for the NCALHD Executive Committee, which includes all committee chairs. If you usually have a committee meeting during this time, please change meeting time or complete business during the November meeting and skip your December meeting.  It is important that all Committee Chairs attend this planning session.
Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 11:05 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Danny Staley

Secretary/Treasurer
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