MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

September 25, 2007

Call to Order—Wanda Sandele

The President called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm.
Announcements:

New Health Directors:


Warren Co.   -  James Jones

Buncombe Co.
 Interim – Tim Greene


Doug Urland presented Dave Rice with the Health Director of the Year Award.

Approval of the Minutes—Danny Staley
Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report—Danny Staley
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made and seconded.  Motion passed.

Executive Director’s Report—Heather Gates

· It was suggested that the Association make a donation, in memory of Craig Michalak, to the Library at UNC.  The contribution amount of $250 was suggested.  Motion made and seconded.  Motion carried.
· Donation for Heather Gates (personal donations) were suggested.

· It was asked if everyone wanted photos during the banquet.  It was decided to go ahead with photos.

State Health Director’s Report—Leah Devlin

· HIV/AIDS license plates may be coming out if there is enough interest.

· Health Department being reimbursed for flu vaccines from BC/BS must be in PPO
· Division has had reductions totaling almost 1 million.

· Aide To County – sent out one page listing essential services in report format.  

· October 16 is the QI training.  Register via OCE@UNC.  There are no site restrictions.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report—Terry Pierce

· Statewide Private Well Program –

· Program & Funding

· 38 New Programs – 72 Total programs in state prior to July 1, 2008.

· Incentive Funds approved for all eligible LHD’s (except one that is still being processed re: local rules issue being resolved)

· Should have received Contract and receiving funds, if not, let me know

· Rules

· Environmental Management Commission – Permitting & Inspection of Private Drinking Water Wells 15A NCAC 2C .0300

· Public Comment / Public Hearings – at least 3 sites

· Raleigh – Oct. 30 @ 2:00 p.m.; Parker Lincoln Bldg.

· Looking at Asheville Area and Washington Area

· Commission for Public Health – Testing of Private Drinking Water Wells

· Public Comment being heard with the EMC Rules

· Plan to present to CPH at Winter meeting

· DENR Rules for Delegation of Authority to enforce EMC Rules

· More complicated because different enabling Statutes

· Authorization

· Staff who have worked in local well program for two or more years will only have to pass exam.
· CIT

· Online portion appears to be working well – all interns in current module passed test on 1st attempt

· Incubator Project – approved proposal to allow rising seniors at WCU and ECU to get college course credit for Internship with LHD, CIT is completed during internship

· Castleberry Recall

· Public Health at it’s Best – recognized by many State agencies

· NCDA&CS will prepare final report using data and comments from state and local efforts

· Submit comments, time/expenses to website during next couple weeks.

· Report to Legislature re:  Cherokee County Pilot Program (provision from HB900/SB902-2005-06 Session re: Privatization)

· Due in Oct for next 5 years.

· Pilot was late getting started – trying to resolve liability issues with LSS – only 6 months of experience to review 

· Recommend continuation of Pilot

· Management of EH Data

· Looking at all options for data management for Onsite Wastewater and Private Well Programs

· Tweaking BETS

· In process of testing for private vendors and laptops

· Won’t “roll out” until usable for all LHD’s, can be used w/ or w/out in-field connection to Internet.

· Inspection Frequencies for Food Service Facilities
· Franchise/Chain Establishments are being categorized by State Staff, new facilities will be assigned a Category during Plan Review

· Distribution of Fees are based on previous year’s performance

· LHDs will be held harmless for the 1st quarter of 2007-08
Special Reports
None
Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance –Anne Thomas

None
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette

None
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

None
Technology—Layton Long

None
Epidemiology—John Morrow

Motion:  The Association requests the NC Board of Nursing to endorse the guides related to Public Health Nurses role in special needs shelters.  Incorporate this policy into the scope of nursing practice and then share this with other disaster relief organizations, including NC Hospital Association, American Red Cross, and the NC Division of Emergency Management.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Policy and Planning—Rosemary Summers

Motion:  That the Association create a new Committee for Public Health Preparedness and Response.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Motion:  That funds generated as result of the Random Moment Time Study be distributed to counties effective with the funds earned as of July 1, 2007.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.

Method of distribution will be referred to Reimbursement and Finance.

Motion:  Allow Wanda Sandele to communicate with the Feds (regional officer or higher) on behalf of our Association to pursue the issue that proof of income requirements are a different issue from debt set-off as pertaining to barriers to service.  Motion comes from Committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Motion:  To allow Wanda Sandele to use the strategy of informing Title X officials unless direction is placed in writing by a date certain from debt set-off and proof of income counties may resume both practices.
Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

No Action
Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

No Action
Nominations and By-Laws—Elaine Russell

No Action
Education and Awards—Doug Urland

No Action
Accreditation—John Rouse

No Action
Action Items from Regions
Region 8 –  None paying members should not have access to NCALHD website.  Much discussion, but decided to refer to Bylaws Committee to make recommendation.
Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance—Anne Thomas

No Report
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette
· Tobacco Toolkits are posted on the web.
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

· August 29th Beth Rowe-West sent out memo regarding UFC Vaccine Compliance.
· Family Planning education sending out survey which needs to be completed every 2 years.

· Expanded role nursing demand down – need to review the need for expanded role.
· K-3 eye screening in the schools.  You will need to coordinate with schools.
Technology—Layton Long

None
Epidemiology—John Morrow

· TB module has been rolled out
· Electronic lab reports will be coming

Policy and Planning—Rosemary Summers

· Accountability process
· All the agreement addenda’s should be going out in October for committees to review.  There are going to be differences this year, so the committees should pay close attention to the indicators on the agreement addenda’s.

Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

· Indicators to determine low wealth 
· % children 5-17 living in poverty

· HPSA (Health Professional Shortage Area) HRSA

· Medicaid eligible per 1000 population 

· Low Wealth County - % of State

· Infant Mortality Rate (5 year data)

· WIC – Office of Auditors
· Anyone wanting to join the Reimbursement and Finance Committee is welcome.
Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

None
Nominations and ByLaws—Elaine Russell

None

Education and Awards—Doug Urland

None
Accreditation—John Rouse

None
Regional Reports
None
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – John Graham
· Rachel Stevens – Interim Director of Accreditation 

· Operating manager – Dorothy Cileuti
School of Government – Jill Moore
· Legal Basics for new health directors
· Two day conference December 10 & 11.  Limited enrollment, so sign up early.  There are only 23 slots.
NCPHA (name_________________)

None
ANCBH (name_________________)

None
Other Liaisons
None
Adjournment
With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 2:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Danny Staley

Secretary/Treasurer
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