MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

May 17, 2007
Call to Order—Rose Summers
The President called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.
Announcements: 
Doug Urland – Special Presentation – “Legislator of the Year” Representative Rick Glazer was presented with the Legislator of the Year Award.  Presenting the Award was Local Health Department Director, Wayne Raynor (Cumberland County).

We have a new Health Director among us, “Holly Coleman” from Chatham County.  She is no longer the Interim.  Congratulations.

Approval of the Minutes—Danny Staley
Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report—Heather Gates

No Report
Executive Director’s Report—Heather Gates

· Consolidation Bill 1538 – was pulled by the bill’s sponsor after a concentrated effort by our Association, the DSS Directors, and the Boards of Health.
· Aid to County additional funding 

· No additional dollars for statewide health promotion

· HIS has been funded, as well as, some other one time areas

· We were hoping for more than $3 million in Aid to County funding

· Contact your Senator, the Health Committee is meeting now to look at the House Budget.  They say there is no extra funding to add and have even been instructed to cut from what is there.  We want to make sure our dollars are not cut out.
· We would love to see Aid to County funding increase.  We would love to see Statewide Health Promotion put in for funding. Good news is that when they put the joint report together in the beginning, Statewide Health Promotion was in there. We want to remind them that when they met jointly Statewide Health Promotion was in there, and that we would like to see them put it back, as well as, the higher level of funding they had for Aid to County.
· When the “How to Budget” core was written, there was language included that said something to the effect of Aid to County for local health departments to address the 10 Essential Services, including “suicide prevention among adolescents”.  We are not sure where that added piece came from.  We want to encourage the Senate to remove that language from the Bill.
· HB 1363 Fees for Food and Lodging – Food and Lodging Fees will be heard in the Health Committee today at noon.  Don Yousey will speak on the bill.  Encourage as many health directors as possible to be there.  Room 544 in the Legislative office building.  
State Health Director’s Report—Leah Devlin

· Four million in State Lab funds

· 500,000 – Pediatrics, Diabetes Education and Prevention – Provides funding for the support and expansion of community-based pediatric education and prevention programs.  A portion of these funds used to contract with non-profit entities.
· Universal vaccine bill, - we need support on this bill
· Public Health study commission

· TDI study has kicked off.  Carmen is leaving. This is a huge loss for Public Health.  She will be here through August.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report—Terry Pierce

· Staffing
· New Food & Lodging Protection Branch Head – Larry Michael

· All Private Well Regional positions have been filled

· All have experience with well inspections

· Private Well Program Administrative Assistant has been hired

· Onsite Water Protection Section Chief has been hired

· Ted Lyon’s 1st day in the office will be June 5

· Onsite Enforcement Officer – interviews being scheduled

· Need Health Director to service on Interview Team

· Risk-based Inspections Frequency Rules

· Received Favorable Report from CHS Food & Lodging Committee
· Will be presented at May 23 Commission for Health Services

· If approved, will be effective August 1, 2007

· New Inspection Forms are being developed, but not necessary for these Rules

· Private Well Program

· Final Stakeholders meeting for Permitting Rules will be held this month

· Hope to start Authorization process in early 2008

· Still trying to make sure all LHDs that have local programs in place will get funding

· 18 (17.5) LHD have approved contracts funded w/ $800,000

· 19 (18.5) LHD w/ Completed Applications

· 3 with Incomplete Applications

· Legislation

· SENATE BILL 1538 – County Commissioner Authority/Boards & Agencies

· Thanks to efforts of this Association and other PH leaders, bill was stopped in Committee

· SENATE BILL 679 – Consolidate Environmental Reg. Committee

· No real movement, so far

· SENATE BILL 844 (H819) – Amend Environmental Laws 2007
· DENR had bill introduced to correct Private Well legislation

· Changes “plat” to “plat or site plan”

· Passed Senate, sent to House

· SENATE BILL 948 – Small Dairy Sustainability (Raw Milk)

· Pulled from Committee (Commerce, Small Business & Entrepreneurship) 3 times

· Part of national effort to legalize sale of raw milk by Weston A Price Foundation

· Opposition to Bill was well organized, speakers from State & Fed agencies, dairy farmers, industry

· Have to be vigilant until end of next week

· HOUSE BILL 1113 – State Tort Claims/Public Duty Doctrine

· Passed the House unnoticed, will need help to defeat it in the Senate

· Scheduled for First Reading in Senate today

DENR’s Concern re: HB 1113 

H1113 would limit the use of public duty doctrine as an affirmative defense to cases involving law enforcement officers.  If H1113 is enacted, it may greatly increase the States’ potential tort liability for classes of public employees who have been able to rely on public duty doctrine in the past.  Public duty doctrine generally comes up in circumstances where a public employee has failed to address a situation that results in harm to an individual.  An example might be failure to inspect a facility that the agency regulates and then a member of the public is harmed because of unsafe conditions at the facility.  Public duty doctrine has been used to argue that the duty to inspect is a duty owned to the public generally as part of a broader regulatory scheme and not a duty to the individual (in the absence of special circumstances).
There are large categories of environment, health and social services employees whose responsibilities include inspection of facilities ranging from nursing homes to x-ray facilities who have been able to rely on public duty doctrine in the past.  Recently, the N.C. Supreme Court has been cool to the doctrine and refused to expand it to additional categories of local government employees, but previous Supreme Court decisions clearly extend that protection to non-law enforcement state employees.
Special Reports
None
Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance –Beth Lovette
No Action
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette
Motion:  NCALHD to send letter of support for NC SOPHE to establish a Health Education Principles Training Course.  Motion comes from committee, needs no second.

Motion carried.  

See attachments for complete copy of letter to be sent.
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

No Action
Technology—Layton Long

No Action
Epidemiology—John Morrow

Motion:  The NCALHD supports the State proposal to appoint a Preparedness Subcommittee of the Epidemiology Liaison Committee for increased local input to strategic planning for state and local preparedness activities.  Motion came from committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Policy and Planning—Rose Mary Summers

· HB 1113 would limit State Tort Claims to law enforcement.  It has passed the House, so it must be stopped in the Senate.

Motion:  That the Association Oppose HB 1113 “State Tort Claims/Public Duty Doctrine”.  Motion comes from committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.

· SB948 would allow consumers to contract with local farmers to purchase raw milk.  It is in the Commerce Committee and was pulled from today’s Committee agenda.

Motion: That the Association oppose SB 948 “Small Dairy Sustainability”, “Raw Milk”.  Motion came from committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

No action
Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

Motion:  Environmental Health Committee recommends the NCALHD oppose SB679, which would transfer Health Services rule making to a new Environmental Commission.  The committee further requests that all Health Directors contact the members of the Commerce, Small Business & Entrepreneurship Committee to request they consider opposing this Bill.  Motion comes from committee, needs no second.  Motion carried.
See attachments for complete explanation of Bill.
Nominations and By-Laws—Don Yousey
No Action
Education and Awards—Doug Urland

No Action
Accreditation—John Rouse

No Action
Action Items from Regions
No Action
Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance—Beth Lovette
None
Health Promotion/Oral Health—Beth Lovette
· Information concerning the “Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between The North Carolina Division of Public Health and The North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors” is attached.
· Information concerning the “Letter of Support for NC SOPHE”, which was put in motion earlier in this meeting; the motion carried is attached.
· Information on “Empowering Older People to Take More Control of their Health Through Evidence-Based Prevention Programs” is attached.
· Information on “Area Agencies on Aging” (AAA) is attached.
· Information on “Division of Public Health Agreement Addendum” is attached.
Tobacco Legislative Update:  Jim Martin provided an update related to tobacco legislation.  An interesting issue is that with the failure of Holliman’s Second-Hand Smoke Bill (61 No, 55 Yes – close, but no cigar!) the local control issue may be compromised for this session.  This is because of the “Rule 42” that basically says that if a provision of a bill fails, it can’t be raised again in the same session.  There is still some discussion going on regarding whether or not this will apply.  
Women and Children’s Health—Bill Smith

· HPV documentation and immunization registry – concern was referenced regarding the requirement that HPV status not be provided if minor requested that it be kept confidential – guidelines sent out stated to handwrite rather than printing NCIR data. This issue is larger than just HPV and is a concern nationally. More info will be provided. It was also referenced that SB260 states that schools are to provide parents with info on HPV (what it prevents and doesn’t, etc.) – no one had seen any such info.

· Family Planning Title XIX reimbursement – Medicaid has agreed to unbundle the visit from pills; codes and rates are being developed.

· EPSDT/Family Planning visit –For a dozen years it has been noted that by adding a couple of elements to the Family Planning annual visit, it could qualify as an EPSDT visit – this would be at a different rate and is being developed.

· Flu/Menactra – Immunization Branch states that flu payments have been made (those counties that worked with them) and that the Menactra payments will be forthcoming.

· Health Check – a question was raised about people doing Health Check activities and being paid totally locally, do they have to adhere to state requirements? With no agreement in place, it would seem not.

Technology—Layton Long

No meeting
Epidemiology—John Morrow

· RTI – a local business in the Research Triangle is selecting counties for the Pandemic Flu Evaluation.
· Five county pilot – the pilot has already been done.

· Phase I and II will consist of 70 K in population.

· They are geographically distribution the counties across the state.

· Electronic Disease Surveillance System for TB expanded into nine counties.

· Planning the role out of the core production of the nine counties starting the end of August 2007.

· Phase I will consist of nine counties.  The counties are as follows:  Gilford, Durham, Johnston, Wilson, Wayne, Nash, New Hanover, Robinson, Montgomery.  

· Phase II – will consist of four of the above nine counties.
Policy and Planning—Rose Mary Summers

· HB 1363 Food & Lodging Fees will be heard in the Health Committee today at noon.  Don Yousey will speak on the Bill.  Encourage as many health directors as possible to be there.  Room 544 in the Legislative office bldg.
· SB1538 on Consolidation of Health and DSS and MH was pulled by the Bill’s sponsor after a concentrated effort by both our Association, DSS, directors and the Boards of Health.  Thanks to all health directors that came to the Legislative Committee and to those who contacted their legislators.
· County “Aid to County” funds passed the House at $3,000,000.00, but a provision was added to focus on suicide prevention.  We need to work on getting amount back up to $10,000,000.00 on Senate side and suicide out!

· Smoking Bills – nothing to report on definite action.

Reimbursement and Finance—David Stone

· Copies of department expansion budget summary, “the money report” will be sent out.

· The Contract Addenda Review is continuing

· DPH is still chasing down some consolidated agreements.  Next year the controllers office has stated that come July 1 if all signed agreements are not in they will not release any state funds.

· Medicaid totals have been recalculated.  Which means an overall gain of $148,000.00 to the counties, but that may mean some of you lost some money.  We will be sending out the breakdown once we have the final figures.

Environmental Health—Mike Reavis

· Building Codes – There is some question about Building Inspectors not looking at the septic systems number of allowable bedrooms when they are completing their inspections.  
· Waste water installers certification information will be going out this week.

· Environmental Committee will be reviewing CIT, and Science hours.

· Environmental Health Satisfaction Survey open through June 22.

· SOP Well training will go on through the end of June
· Q.A. training is a requirement of Accreditation

Nominations and ByLaws—Don Yousey
No Report

Education and Awards—Doug Urland

No Report
Accreditation—John Rouse

No Report

Regional Reports
When completing Surveys, it might be a good practice to save them for review or when retiring.  
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health 
No Report

School of Government

No Report
NCPHA
No Report
ANCBH – Dennis Harrington
SNA Connections will be cut off as of June 30, 2007.  An email listing the affected counties is in the attachments.
Other Liaisons – Alliance (Beth Lovette)
Jen Johnson has resigned.
Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 10:50 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Danny Staley

Secretary/Treasurer
Motion from Merle Green to recognize Elaine Russel. Seconded by Dr. Louis Latour.  Motion Carried.
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