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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

December, 2006

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – President Elect – Wanda Sandele
The President Elect called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements - Louis Latour announced his retirement as the Wilson County HD after 16 plus years of service. Louis’s retirement date will be effective at the end of February 2007.
Approval of the Minutes – John Rouse

Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – John Rouse
Report shows that for 12/20/2006 the ending Checking Account balance was $34,094.05.
Treasurer’s report approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Heather Gates
· Extended thanks to Deb for making the transition a smooth one for the staff.

· List Serve for Health Directors is up and running and appears to be working well.

· Heather is working with the membership to arrange meetings with legislators before the start of the January session.

· Deb Rowe took her final bow as NCALHD ED and thanked everyone for their support over the years.

· Distributed a draft copy of the 2007 NCALHD Budget. Budget too be voted on at the January Meeting.  

State Health Director’s Report – Dr. Leah Devlin

· Advised that DPH was appealing CDC’s rating of the states SNS plan.

· Introduced Mack McCraw, Portfolio Manager for CDC. Mr. McCraw advised that he was looking forward to working with everyone.

· This next legislative session is being predicted to be a fiscally tight session.  

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Private Well Program: Submit contract application as soon as local rules have been adopted. A model contract will be forth coming from DENR. Thanks to Appalachian District for their help with this contract. One of the four regional well consultants position has been filled.
· Server Lists: work in progress to update addresses and to clean up the system. Plans are too run a clean up 2 times each year.

· Raw Milk Legislation is likely to be introduced in the next legislative session.
Special Reports 
None

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance 
None 

Health Promotion/Oral Health 
None
Women and Children’s Health 

None 
Technology   

None
Epidemiology 
None

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

Motion: #1 That the Association approve the use of the presented version of legislative agenda with the stipulation that the items related to uncompensated maternity care, accreditation, and oral contraception not be included in the justification for the request for $25 million” general aid to county”. Bill Smith made a motion to amend the original motion by altering the item on “Eliminating smoking in all work sites” by adding “and public places statewide”. Louis Latour seconded the amendment. Motion to amend passed. Amended motion passed.   

Motion #2 That the Association direct staff to seek legal advice on what organizational status would be appropriate for the NCALHD to pursue. Motion passed. 
Motion #3 That the Association accept the document describing critical elements of a ban on smoking in public places and work sites as a guide for ideal legislation to protect the health of the public. Motion Passed.

Reimbursement and Finance 
None
Environmental Health   

None   
Nominations and By-Laws  
None
Education and Awards 
None
Accreditation 

None
Action Items from Regions

 None
Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Beth Lovette
· Discussed an over view of the NC Arthritis program available to LHD’s.

· Committee held a discussion on the statewide health promotion program.

· Discussion held on the contract agreements for the lead counties for the state tobacco prevention grants. Committee also discussed the proposed tobacco legislation and what items to include and too support.  This items was taken to the P&P meeting.  
Women and Children’s Health –Bill Smith
· Committee held a joint meeting with the Epi committee.

· Preterm Birth Prevention Project: Working with the Tertiary Centers with UNC in the lead; $150K to offer preventive injections at no cost to address ACOG recommendations adopted in 2003. Participating hospitals include Pitt, Mission, New Hanover, UNC and Duke. LHD’s that have maternity programs aligned with these hospitals will be involved in this program.
· Flu vaccine Initiative – “Not Too Late Too Vaccinate” last day for sign up is 12/21/2006. Memo forth coming from the NC Medical Society regarding the process for ordering Glaxo Flu Vaccine for 2007, the vaccine must be order by 1/8/2007. This is the same deadline that other MFG are using.   Discussion held on the prospect of requiring all vaccinators to report flu info on NCIR. 

· There will not be a January meeting.
Technology –Danny Staley
· The committee discussed several issues regarding the PHTIN. Committee also received an update on HIS and several upcoming dates of interest. 
Epidemiology – John Morrow

· Dr. Devlin introduced Mr. Bob Seligson ED of the NC Medical Society. He updated the committee on the Flu Vaccine Purchase Program. More information will be forth coming in the next 2 weeks on how to submit your vaccine orders for 2007.

· Vaccinations: Committee received an update on the status of NC with providing immunizations recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP). The state used to be “Universal”. However, with the skyrocketing cost of the new vaccines (i.e. Prevnar) the state could no longer afford the universal status. The state will need $40 million dollars of new appropriations to become universal again. The committee will continue to follow this issue.
· Reflex testing: the state is considering adding HPV reflex testing as a service for LHD’s.  This testing would automatically be done on pap smears that are classified as “ASCUS” and would identify if the patient has a “high risk” strain of HPV. More information to follow on the direct cost to LHD’s, if you have an interest in this program, then please contact: Leslie.Wolf@ncmail.net. 
Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

· Don gave a report on the status of the F&L Resolution. 33 BOH’s and 17 BOC’s have passed the resolution. Regional Reps were encouraged to remind others of the efforts.
·  A work group was established to assist the ED in drafting a statement of “Guiding Principles” similar to that used by the NCACC.

· The committee held in depth discussions regarding “deal breakers” on the proposed “statewide ban on smoking bill”. The committee also discussed the issue of “enforcement” of any bill that is passed. The committee will continue to follow this proposed legislation. 
Reimbursement and Finance – John Rouse for David Stone

· The committee discussed topics/issues that it will address next year. If any one has a topic that they would like for the committee to discuss, then please send them to David.
Environmental Health – Heather Butler for Mike Reavis
The committee will meet on 1/24/2007 at 10am at the Parker Lincoln Bldg.
Nominations and By-Laws  
None
Education and Awards 
None
Accreditation  
None
Regional Reports

None
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health 

 None
School of Government 

 None
NCPHA - Barry Bass
· The 2007 NCPHA Conference will be held on September 28th and 29th at the RTP Sheraton.  

ANCBH 

None
Other Liaisons

None
Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 11:10 am.
Respectfully submitted,

John Rouse

Secretary/Treasurer

A:\December 2006.doc

