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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

September, 2006

Raleigh, North Carolina
​Call to Order – Elaine Russell

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00am
Announcements:  Welcomed Ron Sapp, who is the new Health Director in Scotland County.
Approval of the Minutes – John Rouse

Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – John Rouse
Report shows that for 9/20/2006 the ending checking account balance was $46,592.55.
Treasurer’s report approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

· Reminded the membership that she has a new temporary office located in the DPH building on Six Forks road. Deb sent out email with contact information earlier this month. She hopes to be in a new office in the near future. Heather has located a suitable site for rent. Deb will advise the membership when this move occurs.

· Encouraged the membership to attend and to encourage your staff to attend NCPHA next month in New Bern.

· Again welcomed Heather Gates, NCALHD’s new Executive Director.   

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin, DDS
· The Public Health Task Force meeting will be held on Wednesday September 27, 2006. The meeting will be held at Wake Med Hospital and will begin at 11:30 am. 

· Discussed the 2007 State Health Director’s Conference tentative agenda. The conference will be held January 25-26th, 2007.

· Building plans are progressing for the new State Lab. The lab will be located near the NC State Vet School in Raleigh. 
· Also discussed several Data/Statistical reports that have been/will be released in the near future. 

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Discussed the distribution of funds to LHD’s for the Private Well Inspection Program. All LHD’s that are approved for funding are requested to complete the Private Well Incentive Funds Survey (see EH committee report). LHD’s will need to adopt local rules which will be in effect by May 1, 2007 and have the signed contract returned to DEH by April 30, 2007.
· PWS Regional staff will be encouraged to visit LHD’s to establish/renew/improve contact with LHD staff.

· Discussed possible efforts to get legislation passed in the upcoming session to allow the sale of raw milk on a limited basis.  DEH opposes the sale of raw milk on any basis and will ask for NCALHD’s support in opposing the sale of raw milk.
Special Reports 
None 
Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance 
None
Health Promotion/Oral Health 
None 
Women and Children’s Health –Bill Smith
Motion: To allow the surveying of Nutritionist Directors as to workforce issues (census) in keeping with Healthy People 2010 Objectives. Motion passed.

Technology – Danny Staley
Motion:  For DPH to survey LHD’s on HIS users. Motion passed.
Epidemiology 
None
Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

Motions: 

1. To have Don Yousey’s resolution regarding fees for Food/Lodging inspections forwarded to Health Directors for voluntary presentation/passage by BOH’s and BOC’s. Motion passed
2. To support recommendations of the Public Health Task Force 2006. Motion Passed

3. To move #2 of the proposed Initiatives (Non Budgetary Policies) to #1.  Motion Failed.
Reimbursement and Finance 
None
Environmental Health – Danny Staley for George Bond
Motions: 
1. To approve the Private Wells Incentive Funds Survey. Motion passed.
2. To approve the proposed distribution of Private Well Funds to LHD’s. Motion passed.

3. To survey LHD’s about workforce issues: recruitment and retention, disconnects with education and what could be done to have better job satisfaction.

Nominations and Bylaws 
None
Education and Awards 
None
Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

Committee did not meet.
Action Items from Regions

Motion:  From Region 4: That HIS include an Electronic Medical record component by 7/1/07 or the IT moratorium will no longer apply.  Motion failed on an 18 Yea and 24 Nay hand count vote. 
Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette 
· The Alliance’s annual meeting will be held during NCPHA on Thursday 10/12 and will include a free lunch. Beth invited everyone to attend and to please RSVP to your invitation.

· Reminded everyone that the Alliance meeting will be held right after the NCALHD meeting.
Health Promotion/Oral Health –Beth Lovette
· Reviewed a map and spread sheet of LHD’s whose web site reflect smoke free dinning initiatives in their county.

· Reviewed the new BCCP Cost Reporting Data. Cost reporting has been revised and will allow LHD’s to report their cost data twice a year rather than monthly.

· Committee began a discussion and review of various county employee wellness plans/programs. These discussions will continue at the November meeting.
Women and Children’s Health –Bill Smith

· Gave an update on Oral Contraceptives. The prime vendor (Cardinal) has had some staffing issues, but these should be resolved shortly. The Branch will send out a spread sheet showing each LHD the amount of funding you will be/have received from Title X, TANF and WHSF.   A Male Assessment video conference (which has been requested by LHD staff) has been scheduled for 11/28/2006.
· A clearing house has been established for questions (150 per month) that arise from LHD CSC staff. The branch is working jointly with DMA to answer these questions.

· Gave an update on the proposed flu vaccine purchasing program in conjunction with the NC Medical Society for 2007. 

· VZIG discontinued for prophylactic treatment of women exposed to chicken pox. There is no substitute available. LHD’s will need to develop plans for exposure and presentation at ER’s and OB’s.  Material will be forthcoming on this issue. 
Technology –Danny Staley
· Gave an update on the HIS system
Epidemiology – John Morrow

· Gave a report on Arbovirus. NC has had a fairly inactive summer in terms of human cases. Eastern counties have expressed concern over the large number of mosquitoes being presently seen. These numbers are thought to be secondary to hurricane Ernesto’s heavy rains.

· Reviewed the importance of the surveillance role with Tick-borne diseases and discussed 4 suggestions to maximize public health’s efforts. See attached committee minutes for a list of these suggestions.

· Discussed the role of Public Health and beauty salons in dealing with soft tissue skin infections caused by atypical mycobacterium. DENR is not involved in the inspection of these establishments; however public health should be involved when there is an outbreak of a human disease associated with these local businesses.

· Discussed on going conversations being held between DPH and NC Wildlife on who is responsible for dealing with potential rabid wild animals in public areas or on private property. More information will be forth coming on this issue.   

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

· Discussed the PHTF 2006 recommendations

· Reviewed Chris Hoke’s 2007 Substantive Legislative Agenda.  Invited everyone to send comments/suggestions to Chris. 

· Reviewed the proposed Diabetes initiative between DPH and the Incubator collaborative.  DPH will serve as the umbrella for LHD’s.
Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

· Kevin Hutchinson of PCG gave the committee an update on the RMTS and issues that they are working to resolve involving school nurses and skilled professional medical personnel.
· Discussed several issues regarding flu vaccination reimbursement i.e. Medicare C and BCBS teacher plan and their impact on LHD’s
· BCBS reimbursement/enrollment continues to be an issue for LHD’s. The Division will seek a meeting with BCBS to address these concerns.
Environmental Health –Danny Staley for George Bond
· Committee met jointly with Technology.

· Received a report on the Food Defense/Alert program and the efforts of the various agencies involved to improve their collaboration/communication.
· Discussed the establishment of local fees for food/lodging and the need for DENR to be held harmless in order that they can maintain their infrastructure. More discussions will be held on this issue at the next committee meeting in November.
Nominations and Bylaws – Don Yousey

· Presented the slate of officers for 2007 (see attached list). This slate will be voted on at the NCALHD meeting in October.
Education and Awards – Doug Urland
· Committee has met and selected a recipient for 2006 Health Director of the Year. Committee received and reviewed several nominations. Committee will be reviewing the available Leadership training opportunities for LHD staff in the near future. 
Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

Committee did not meet.
Regional Reports

None
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health - Teme Levbarg

· Discussed a new BOH training program (BOH Rulemaking Authority: a Primer for Local Boards of Health) that will be offered in a web base format. 
School of Government - Elaine Russell for Jill Moore
· Jill will be working on a template for BOH Operating Procedures that will satisfy the Commission for Health Services permanent Accreditation Rules.   
NCPHA - Barry Bass
· Reminded everyone to attend the NCPHA conference next month and to encourage your staff to attend and too join NCPHA. Deb reminded everyone to let her know if you needed meeting space next month in New Bern for any committee meetings/work ASAP. 
ANCBH 

None

Other Liaisons

John Morrow gave an update from the Immunization Advisory Council meeting.   
Adjournment

With no further business the motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved unanimously at 11 am.

Respectfully submitted,

John Rouse

Secretary/Treasurer
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