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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

May, 2006

Chapel Hill, NC

​Call to Order – Elaine Russell

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements: 

· HIS Software – Ms. Russell reported that the Executive Committee met by conference call to discuss the contract for HIS software.  Money for this project was not included in the Governors budget and the project was in jeopardy of failing.  The Executive Committee voted to utilize our existing funding (the funds that were earned by LHD’S) so that the contract could be initiated.

· The Executive Director Replacement proposal – Ms. Russell distributed a draft timeline and MOA for our ED position.  Ms. Russell encouraged the membership to review these documents and forward any questions/concerns to her.  Policy and Planning Committee will review and discuss this proposal and make a report to the Association at our June meeting.

· Introduced Heather Butler who is a new staff member with the NC Public Health Alliance.  

Approval of the Minutes – John Rouse

Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – John Rouse

Report shows that as of May 16, 2006 the ending balance was $45,917.35.

Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

· Invoices have been mailed to all departments for the Environmental Health Guide Book.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin, DDS

· Extended her thanks and gratitude to the association for everyone’s efforts on the HIS project.

· Legislative Session - gave a report on several important items that will come up during this session.

· Reported on a meeting held with the NC Medical Society and Community Health Organizations regarding flu vaccine.

· DMA is asking for assistance from Local Health Departments in looking at issues surrounding Dental Clinics.

· Advised the membership of the death of former State Health Director Jacob Koomen, MD. 

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Reported on the #3 question survey of on-site status in local health departments.

· Gave an update on CIT training.

· Reported on several rule changes.

· Reported on proposed Legislation that will protect patient records for Elevated Blood Lead Levels.  Also, reported on the Embargo Authority Legislation.

· Private Well Legislation – This will be DENR’s number one priority in the expansion budget.  Also, discussed several items related to this issue.

Special Reports – 

 None.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Alliance 

None.

Health Promotion/Oral Health 

None.

Women and Children’s Health –Beth Lovette for Bill Smith

Motion:  For the Association to approve a survey of LHD staff to provide input on the update/revision of the HMHC book for first time moms.  Motion passed.

Technology 

None.

Epidemiology – John Morrow

Motion:  To oppose HB1364 Thimersal free vaccine.  Motion passed.

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

Motion #1:  To send Indicators to WCH Section to recommend Benchmarks based upon current levels of performance.  Motion passed.

Motion#2:  That the Association President send a letter to secretary of HHS thanking her for advocacy leading to the execution of the HIS contract and expressed commitment to the future funding that will make this essential element of infrastructure a reality.  Motion passed.

Discussion held regarding the number of dental school graduates and ways that this number could be increased. After the discussion there was a motion from the floor:

Motion #3:  Motion from Jerry Parks and seconded by Louis Latour that the Association send a letter supporting the establishment of a Dental School at East Carolina University.  Motion passed.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

None.

Environmental Health – George Bond

Motion:  That the President appoint a Health Director to the Registered Sanitarian Task Force. Motion passed.  

Nominations and By-Laws – Don Yousey

None.

Education and Awards – Doug Urland

None.

Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

None.

Action Items from Regions

Motions from Region 10 

1. That the Association be briefed on the HIS system to include what implementation will look like, what LHD’s need to get started, when we can have the new system, what local support will be needed and exactly what modules are included. Motion was seconded and passed.

2. That the Environmental Health Committee considers the statutory change needed to remove the exemption from regulation under the food and lodging rules for non profit groups and private clubs that serve food and return a recommendation related to this issue to the full Association.  Motion was seconded and passed.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette

· The Alliance will meet directly following the NCALHD’s meeting.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Beth Lovette

· Block Grant: Reported that the governor’s budget did not contain funding for health promotion. The committee will work with the Policy and Planning Committee on this issue.

· Oral Health: The governor’s budget includes $648,000 to re-institute the mouth rinse program. The committee also heard a status report on the proposed dental school at ECU.

· Tobacco: Reported that Sally Malek would be sending out an email to all Health Directors promoting the “Barfly” ads that would be running on 2 popular TV shows.  

Women and Children’s Health –Beth Lovette for Bill Smith

· Immunizations: reported on the Mumps outbreak and national recommendations that resulted from that outbreak. Also reported that a new vaccine “HPV” for cervical cancer may soon be approved by the FDA.

· MSAFP: Section staff are working diligently with UNC on this contract, especially as it relates to the un-insured and presumptively eligibility samples. 

· WIC: reviewed proposed changes to the public rules that will impact “Predominately WIC” stores.

· Family Planning Waiver: Enrollment and participation is growing each month. Provider training will be forthcoming in the near future.

Technology –Danny Staley

· The committee received an update on the BETS. The committee received an update on the HIS system and the issues surrounding that system. Committee also received a report from Marc Kolman on an IAIMS grant that he is working on.   

Epidemiology – John Morrow

None.

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

None.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

· Mr. Stone Distributed copies of the Medicaid Cost Settlement to the membership. Committee also heard a report from DMA on the Federal Deficit Reduction Act and possible impacts on LHD’s.  Much of the Act is still being defined. Committee will continue to monitor this Act for impacts on LHD’s.

Environmental Health – George Bond

Nominations and By-Laws – Don Yousey

None.

Education and Awards – Doug Urland

None.

Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

· The next committee meeting will be by conference call on June 6th at 3pm.

Regional Reports

Region 10 reminded everyone that the Tall Ship event being held in Carteret County during the July 4th weekend and asked that Health Directors be kept in the Loop about issues related to this event and other events as they may materialize.  

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health -Bill Browder

· Mr. Browder reported that the Accreditation site visits were progressing and going well and that the Accreditation Board will be meeting on June 6th. 

School of Government -Jill Moore

· Ms Moore advised the membership that the SOG will be rolling out a computer based training program related to Public Health Law. 

NCPHA 

None. 

ANCBH 

None.

Other Liaisons

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:40. 

Respectfully submitted,

John Rouse

Secretary/Treasurer
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