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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

March, 2006

LOCATION OF MEETING

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Elaine Russell

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements:

· The executive director search plan will be presented at our May 2006 meeting.  The President advised the membership that association dues may need to be increased to accommodate the proposed plan.  

Approval of the Minutes – John Rouse

Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that for March 14, 2006 the ending balance was $50,500.31.   Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

· Encouraged the membership to have a face-to-face meeting with their Legislators or to conduct a Legislator Event before the start of the May session.  Encouraged the membership to stress funding issues during these meetings.

· Mrs. Rowe will arrange meetings with our Congressional Delegations during their spring break.  She encouraged membership to meet in groups with their Representative.

· Smoking policy survey - encouraged the membership to respond to this survey.

State Health Director’s Report – Dennis Harrington reporting for Dr. Devlin

· Dr. Devlin is in Washington, D.C. testifying before Congress on a variety of topics that are important for public health in North Carolina.

· Pandemic Flu – The state is receiving 2.4 million dollars.  Part of this money will be available to counties to assist them with there Pandemic Flu plan.

· DHHS Secretary Levitt – Will conduct a Pandemic Flu Summit on March 21, 2006 in Raleigh.

· Dr. Devlin and President Russell will meet with NCACC to update them on the work of the Public Health Task Force.

· Joy Reed gave an update on the Medicaid rates.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· BETS/IBEAM – Funds have been identified to hire replacements for program developer.  The division is hoping to keep “rollout” of BETS on schedule.

· Private Well Legislation – Stakeholder meeting was held on March 9, 2006.  Testing is a major issue to be resolved.  Incentive grants for LHDS’s will be DENR’s top priority for expansion budget.

· EH mid-level practitioner – Individuals performing activities within the “practice of environment health” are required to be registered by the RS Board.  RS Board has appointed two members to form a group called EH Practice Committee.  This committee will determine what duties require registration.

Special Reports – 

None.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
The following committees had no action items:

Alliance

 Health Promotion/Oral Health  
Women and Children’s Health  

Technology  
Epidemiology  
Reimbursement and Finance  

Nominations and Bylaws  

Education and Awards

Accreditation  

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

1. To revise the recommendation concerning section 1 of GS 143-599 which would give local authority to prohibit smoking in government buildings to include government owned vehicles.  Motion passed.

2. Except the indicators for local health departments as recommended by the workgroup on accountability and the health promotion committee.  Benchmarks will be reviewed when developed.  Motion passed.

3. To accept legislative agenda for the 2006 short session.  Motion passed.  Note: item 7 referred back to Policy and Planning committee for review.

Environmental Health – George Bond
1. To support Representative Holliman’s plan to conduct a smoking survey of restaurants.  Motion passed.

2. To ask the Public Health Alliance to bill all counties $100.00. This will support the writing of the proposed Environmental Health Guidebook.  The book would be written by Milton Heath.  Motion passed.

Action Items from Regions

None.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette

Gave report on the Alliance’s Environmental Health Temporary Staffing Project.  Malcolm Blalock has been retained to work on this project.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Beth Lovette

· Pfizer project - Dr. Plescia discussed the possibility of Pfizer selecting four NC towns with a population of 20-25 thousand for a special project.  These projects would focus on Health Promotion, intervention based on clinical practice, combination of Health Promotions and intervention and a controlled group.

· Email will be sent out to Health Director clarifying budget guidance regarding the second half of FY05-06 funding.

· Albemarle, Pitt, Cabarrus, and Henderson Health Departments were funded for the Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention program.

· Presented a revised draft of proposed tobacco legislation for 07-08 which will include the banning of tobacco use in government motor fleet vehicles.

Women and Children’s Health – Bill Smith

· AFP screenings - Some counties have reported that 70-90% of claims that UNC has listed as denied are actually valid.  UNC has recognized that this issues needs to be resolved.

· WIC Nutritionist – Recruiting and hiring is a national problem.  Currently there are 33 Nutritionist vacancies in North Carolina.  The Branch is looking at alternatives to help with this recruitment challenge.

· Committee discussed changes in the qualifications to become a Childbirth Educator.

· Wake County Superior Court placed an injunction on the vision testing requirement for school entry thus delaying this till July 2007.

Technology – Danny Staley

· NCHICA membership has been renewed and we are looking for a Health Director Representative to work with this group.

· An update on MIS project from the Health Wellness Trust Grant was given to the committee.

· Received an update on PHTIN.

Epidemiology – John Morrow

· 17 counties have been selected to receive grants for enhanced GIS surveillance capabilities.  Training is scheduled for these counties later this spring. 

· Discussed the impact that a 15% reduction in BT funds would have on the State and Local Health Departments.

· The States Pandemic Flu Summit with DHHS Secretary Mike Leavitt has been scheduled for March 21, 2006 in Raleigh.  A functional Statewide Pandemic Flu exercise is also being planned for May 24 and 25, 2006.

· Dr. Engel gave a report on the present flu situation in North Carolina.

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele

· Encouraged the membership to discuss Public Health Block Grant with their State Legislators.

· Land Management has proposed that two additional Soil Scientist and two more Engineers be add to the Health Services Commission.   Committee will continue to monitor this issue.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

· Committee had a presentation from the Finance Focus Group of the South Piedmont Incubator with updates of their work and results.

· Discussion held on National Provider Identifier (NPI) many issues must be defined before we know any answers surrounding this issue.

Environmental Health – George Bond

· Reviewed the major topics in the White Paper.  This document will be distributed in the near future.

· Next meeting will be held in conjunction with the Health Promotion Committee on Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 12noon.

Nominations and Bylaws – Don Yousey

No report.

Education and Awards – Doug Urland

Reminded everyone of the Legal Conference that will be held next month in Chapel Hill.

Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

None.

Regional Reports

None.

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health 

Gave an update on the Public Health Management Academy.

School of Government 

None.

NCPHA 

The Governing Council will meet March 31, 2006 in Winston-Salem.  

ANCBH 

Reminded everyone to keep their Board of Health membership list updated.

Other Liaisons

None

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 10:45 am.

Respectfully submitted,

John Rouse

Secretary/Treasurer
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