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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

February, 2006

LOCATION OF MEETING

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Elaine Russell

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements:

· Welcomed Carl Dean from Office of State Personnel

· J. T. Garrett introduced his new Director of Nursing, Ann Baugham

Approval of the Minutes – John Rouse

Addition to January minutes motion from Environmental Health Committee for the Association to send a thank you letter to DEHNR Secretary Bill Ross.  Motion passed.

Minutes were approved as amended.

Treasurer’s Report – John Rouse

Report shows that as of February 14, 2006 the ending balance was $68,467.46.  Treasurer’s report approved as presented. Audit report presented by Jerry Parks. Audit committee recommended that beginning with next year audit that the committee include one member from the previous years committee. Report was approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

· Deb expressed her gratitude to the audit committee, Jerry Parks, Gibbie Harris, and Maggie Dollar.

· 32 Boards of Health and 18 Board of Commissioners have passed the Flu Resolution.

· Gave an update on the elimination of the counties Medicaid match.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

· DEHHS Secretary Levitt will visit North Carolina on March 22, 2006.

· Discussed the Joint Study Committee On Emergency Preparedness And Disaster Management Recovery

· Discussed the PRIZM Marketing Database

· Reported that Wanda Sandele and John Rouse would serve on the Public Health Task Force of 2004.

· Discussed a proposal regarding the membership of the NC Health Services Commission 

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Update on BETS and Release on Moratorium 

· Update On-Site Website is complete

· Distribution permit fees letter have been mailed 

· CIT begins next month

· Incentives for private well programs:  DEHNR is proposing to provide $60,000 per local health department as incentives for adopting and implementing local well rules.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
The following Committees had no action items:

Alliance 

Health Promotion/Oral Health

Women and Children’s Health 

Technology 

Epidemiology 

Reimbursement and Finance

Environmental Health 

Nominations and Bylaws

Education and Awards 

Accreditation

Policy and Planning – Don Yousey reporting for Wanda Sandele’

Motion: That NCALHD support legislation to allow State/Local Government the option of eliminating smoking in government buildings.  Motion passed.

Action Items from Regions

No Regional Action Items.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette
· The Board will not meet this month.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Beth Lovette

· Committee received report on a variety of tobacco related issues.

· Asthma- the state is requesting unspent funds from prior year from the CDC to support asthma. If the request is successful, there would be 6 counties in 6 major media markets that would have the opportunity to receive approximately $20,000 with about 4/6 months to expend the funds.

· Health promotion- DPH has submitted a proposed expansion budget request to DHHS which includes additional $800,000 for health promotion. 

· Committee received the draft oral health strategic plan. The plan will be distributed to all health directors.

Women and Children’s Health – Bill Smith

· WIC/Immunization Registry – Reminder that regional trainings have been scheduled.

· Maternal Serum AFP – There are two contracts for these tests, UNC and Bowman Gray.  UNC ran out of funds for indigent test in March last year and will be out soon this year.  There is not additional State funding to assist as there was last year.  Letters have been sent to LHD’s advising that UNC wants to charge $84.00 at the time of testing for indigent and presumptively eligible patients.  

· Children and Youth Branch would like to combine the numerous requests for surveys of LHD’s into two per year.

· Early Intervention Eligibility – Public comment period has ended.  Because of this process the proposed eligibility level was decreased from 33% to 30%.  Commission for Health Services approved and there is an implementation date of 7-1-06, if the Feds approve.

· Flu Vaccine – Counties that have passed the resolution should notify the branch.  A hand out was discussed that gave positive and negative reasons to the State purchasing vaccine.

· Vision Testing – There are three possibilities being discussed:   first extend the time to one year before entry into school. Second establish a 180 day grace period after the beginning of school and finally allowing surrounding States providers to participate in this program.

· A request was made to the Branch to have Health Check Funding reviewed and a request was made to have WIC provide an update on Nutritionist vacancies. 

Technology – Danny Staley

· PHTIN – A discussion was held regarding recent problems with programs being changed by the State with out knowledge of locals.

· HIS – LHD’s should submit names to Raleigh by March 1 for software review.  

· NCIR – An update was given on the two-way communication for the NCIR.

Epidemiology – John Morrow

Committee did not meet.

Policy and Planning – Don Yousey reporting for Wanda Sandele’

· Interpreter Funding – It was reported that the Minority Health Advisory Council had voted to endorse legislation that would provide 3.3 million dollars for interpreters in LHD’s.

· Restoration of State Health Promotion Monies – The committee discussed the division recommendation that money lost for Health Promotion is restored.

· H900 – It was reported that 3 legislators have agreed to sponsor a substitute bill for the association if this becomes necessary. 

· It was requested that committee review the way that our associations regions are configured. 

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

· Revenue Max Projects- the department conducted an RFP process and awarded 2 contracts: Maximus and PCG. For our RMTS project (admin billing) PCG will continue. The fee will be 5.75% of money recovered VS 10% from previous contract.

· Office of Inspector General (OIG) - has completed all field work and their report is at the 1st level of review. DPH has received a courtesy copy. DMA received several negative conditions, but nothing directed at the RMTS project.

· Medicaid Cost Study- DPH still gathering data from the counties. The report will to the Controllers office by the end of March. 

Environmental Health – George Bond

· White paper- committee hopes to have their work completed by March 1st. The EH committee will review and report on the white paper once it is completed.

· NCPH Goals- Bill pate met with the committee to discuss the goals. He pointed out to the committee that the optimal levels recommended for private wells through the NCPH Goals would be different from the Maximum Contaminate levels (MCL’S) that are used by public water. Committee will continue to monitor the Goals. 

· H900- The committee discussed the pros and cons of the association’s current defensive strategy and gave some consideration to what might happen with an offensive strategy through the actual introduction of the substitute bill. Committee will continue to monitor this issue. 

Nominations and Bylaws – Don Yousey

None

Education and Awards – Doug Urland

· Reminded everyone about the legal conference in April

Accreditation – Rosemary Summers

Did not meet

Regional Reports

None

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health - Ed Baker, MD

· The institute is receiving a grant from the Duke Endowment. It is a 3 year grant and is in the amount of $800,000. The purpose of the grant is to conduct a feasibility study on the NC Public Health Academy. Two strategies of the study will be too research the need for satellite offices of the School throughout NC in conjunction with the area AHEC’s and to research the need too establish schools for public health professionals i.e. the School of Government model.

· Reported that Bill Browder will be filling in for Craig Michalak during his absence.  

NCPHA Barry Bass

· Heather Keith will serves as an membership outreach person for NCPHA.

· The website is being updated. It should be more User friendly.

ANCBH 

None

Other Liaisons

JT Garrett reported that he is stepping down from the NC Minority Health Advisory Board. He also serves on the NC Indian Task force. JT invited all Directors to send him any comments, concerns etc regarding this task force.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 11:15 am.

Respectfully submitted,

John Rouse

Secretary/Treasurer
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