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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Executive Committee Meeting

December 17, 2005

Six Forks Road 

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. Due to a lack of numbers qualifying the meeting as a full association, the meeting will be and Executive Committee Meeting.

Announcements:

· H900 update: Don has been working on this diligently. Chris Hoke, Milton Heath, and John Barkley have a draft ready that separates the liability from the local health department. This will not be pushed but is ready if needed.
Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

The minutes were approved as e-mailed.

Treasurer’s Report – Rosemary Summers for Deb Rowe

No report because the statements haven't come in yet for the month due to the early date of this meeting.  They will be e-mailed to the membership later this month.

The proposed budget for 2006 was presented and approved as presented, a copy is attached.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

No report. Deb Rowe is in Pennsylvania at APHA.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

Leah Devlin:

· Homeland Security is making site visits to all states on pandemic planning.  There are some cuts proposed at the federal level, but continuation funding at current level may be authorized.  NC took a hit for not spending all of its money last year.

Joy Reed:

· Changes to the consolidated agreement coming up.


Time frame for when you are doing amendments. 30 or 45 days for doing these.


Eliminate one form (local appropriation budget form) will not be required.


Including definition of expenditure.


Minor changes in language around community health assessment.


Minor changes in subrecipient monitoring.

· For this quarter (Q2), PCG salary data will be due January 6.

· 86 applications for new money for the primary care grants. 7 out of the top 15 scores were local health departments.  4 out of 11 funded are local health departments. Funding available was $500,000 total.

· Continuation funding agreements for these funds have already gone out.

Bill Pate (Office of OEEE) is writing grant application to do health risk assessments from hazardous waste sites. He asked for a letter of support for the grant and apologized for the late request, however the grant announcement and deadline were not far apart. 

Motion was made to have the association send a letter of support for the grant.

Wanda Sandele motion and John Morrow second.  Motion passed.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Environmental Review Committee is meeting on December 20 with two main topics; WaDE Annual Report and private well rules

· Training room for CIT have its renovations complete

· 2006 CIT schedule posted on website

· Website link is being developed to guide LHD with forms and approval processes for new EHS

· Onsite rules rewrite still open for comments

· Report on  Environmental Health Study Committee.  Layton and Danny will have a draft report in January.  Important issues reviewed but there has been difficulty reaching consensus….midlevel staff and privatization   (please see attachment for more details)

· Proposed change in authorization rules attached that allows the Alliance to have EHS for assignment in counties on a temporary basis.

· ECU and Western Carolina intern programs will help qualify them as EHS with authorization when they graduate.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Motion: The Association adopt as our policy and agenda regarding second hand smoke the following:

· Continue to provide leadership work toward reversing the states pre-emption law, and returning the power to local option to local BOHs and Boards of County Commissioners (and municipalities)
· Call for all local health departments to provide leadership to enact at the local level the 50 foot rule legislation outside health departments and social services buildings.

· Co-sponsor with DPH/DHHS proposed legislation to provide exemption from current state law all government/public buildings, both state and local.

· Charge the Health Promotion Committee and the Environmental Committee to jointly develop a proactive Association position on developing proposed state legislation and subsequent regulatory rules to provide for a points deduction on sanitation inspections for facilities that do not protect their workers and the public from second hand smoke, or some system for promoting smoke-free facilities, or provide for a legislative study of the issue.

· Actively work with the Alliance, DPH and other partners to persuade legislative leaders to sponsor the proposed DPH/NCALHD bill on exemption of government/public buildings, state and local, rather than previously introduced legislation.

· Actively promote the current smoke free restaurants campaign.

Friendly amendment to include cities in the first point.

Motion passes with the amendment.

Motion:  The Association accepts and endorses DPH's proposed revised agreement addenda for heart disease and stroke prevention regional lead agency program funding.

Motion passed.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter


Motion: The Women's and Child Health Committee work with DPH to work with DMA to get a list of questions answered regarding MCC, CSC, and MOWs.  

Please see the attachment (letter January 19, 2001 to State Child Welfare and State Medicaid Director and Case Management article)

Motion passed.

DOA have identified 300 workers who work at picking up sick chickens (depopulation workers).  Question is should this be DPH's or local responsibility to provide seasonal flu vaccinations. Thoughts generally are that this should be local responsibility and the state should work with counties that are directly affected. Chicken catchers should also be included.

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell

Children's vision requirement.  There are serious capacity issues around this requirement at the local level.  Need consistency in the 30 day grace period (same as immunizations) in meeting this requirement.

Motion: The Association support the inclusion of a 30 day grace period for the children's school entry eye exams.

Letourneau offered an amendment to increase the grace period to 180 days.  Leah says they will work to amend this legislation this short session. Second by Latour. 

Amendment passes.

Vote on the motion as amended passes.

CSC billing issues came to directly to nursing directors and not to health directors; likewise communications about nursing salaries were also directly to nursing directors.

Motion:  To request State Health Director to direct staff to copy health directors in all communications with health department staff regarding major program changes.
Jerry Parks amended by asking to strike the word major.  Latourneau second. Discussion surrounded how many emails you may get.  Amendment fails.

A second amendment to work with other state agencies to do the same was made by Anne Thomas and seconded by Jenny Lassiter.

Amendment passes.

Motion passes.

Motion: To support the motion from Health Promotion on second hand smoke policy development.

Motion passes. 

Technology – Jerry Parks
no action

Environmental Health – David Rust

no action

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper
no action

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger
no action

Alliance – Beth Lovette
no action

Epidemiology – John Morrow no action

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone  no meeting

Accreditation – Wanda Sandele no action

Action Items from Regions

From Regions 1 and 2.

Motion:  That the Association requests DPH to utilize whatever funds might be available including any lapsing county BT dollars to immediately fund a study of the flu shot shortages that have plagued NC and develop recommendations for adoption by the February meeting to guide LHD's in ordering vaccine for the next year.  Alternatives to be studied include but are not limited to bulk purchase by the state, the NCALHD, or the Alliance or if bulk purchase is not realistic, then recommendations on which sources have been the most reliable in the past, whether they be direct from the manufacturer or through a wholesale supply house.

Louis Latour second.

Amendment: Limit the motion to recommend bulk purchase as the option. Sandele/Summers

Amendment failed.

Motion passes.

Motion: The 7 Steering Committees and the 7 host county health directors be more involved in the travel decisions of the PHRST teams with a high priority given to keeping the teams in their home regions assisting their member counties with less focus placed on teams being pulled to Raleigh and temporarily reassigned to other duties either across the state or outside the state. 

Second by Tom Bridges.

Motion failed.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette

Meeting will be held shortly after this meeting.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

See attachment for more information that was shared.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter

Division is getting pressure to be DMA auditors for our MCC and CSC programs. DMA does not feel that they can evaluate the programs adequately.

Family planning over 3,500 women on the family planning waiver. Many women are reluctant to identify the father.

Technology – Jerry Parks

PHTIN summit was held regarding the limitations of the system. (See attachment).

Epidemiology – John Morrow (See attachment for details)

· Electronic vendor almost selected for the electronic disease reporting system.

NC is behind in getting this implemented.

· Groundwater standards may be looked at for public health as separate from those adopted by the Commission for the Environment.

· Reallocation of BT money, proposal due by December 23.

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell

SSN issue was discussed and is not as onerous as believed. Please see communications from Chris Hoke and Jill Moore sent as email.

Accreditation– Elaine Russell for Wanda Sandele


See attachment that was handed out for details.

Exit interview be made more straightforward and be cleared up in process.

Use of not applicable was discussed and will be built into the training for site visitors.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone no report

Environmental Health – David Rust
no report

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper
no report

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger
no report

Regional Reports
none

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health  no report

School of Government  no report

NCPHA  no report

ANCBH no report

Other Comments:

DMA work has been challenging for DPH.

Thanks to Don for his leadership in the past year.

Roddy Drake brought up the possible realignment of NCALHD regions to coincide with PHRST team regions.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 12:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer

Passing the Baton (oops, the word processing) to John Rouse
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