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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

November 17, 2005

Six Forks Road 

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am

Announcements:

· Welcome to the new space for the Division of Public Health

· Thanks to Terrie Snowden for the breakfast

· Jenny Lassiter has been blocking 20 rooms for health directors at the Quality Inn.  Please identify yourself if you are staying there so that Jenny doesn't get charged for the entire block.

· Lloyd Novick was introduced to the group; new director of the MPH program at ECU

· Working group is put together for HB 900 to be ready if it's introduced; Don will continue to be the liaison for this group
Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes were approved with one spelling correction (republican).

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that for October the ending balance was $30,897.97 and as of November 16 the balance was $26,858.30. 

Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

Please make sure membership checks are mailed to NCALHD and not to NACCHO.  Deb pays the NACCHO dues on behalf of health departments.

Bob Wood will be having a retirement event on December 9 at Haywood County.

Will be recognizing retired health directors in January at a luncheon.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

From Chris Hoke and Jill Moore.  SL 2005-414: Targets prevention of identity theft crimes.  Largest impact on health departments is retrictions on how SSN is used; for example will not be able to use as medical record number in HSIS; will need to use "no SSN" method of assigning for new clients as of December 1 of this year.  If a client's SSN is also an insurance number, we are only collecting insurance information, not the SSN. Have a draft document for notifying patients how the SSN is being used. You must collect SSN to be able to certify presumptive eligibility (has been effective since October 1).  These drafts should also include other uses for SSN if any (access to verify income in other databases, debt set-off, etc.)

Passed out 2 page explanation of the legislation.  PLEASE SEE THE DOCUMENT NOW AS IT HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE PRIOR TO DECEMBER 1, 2005.

(Since this meeting there have been a number of alterations to this guidance.  Please check your email for the latest guidance from the School of Government and the Attorney General's office / note by Secretary).

Dr. Devlin:

· RWJ multistate collaborative is in Chapel Hill to learn about best practices in accreditation.

· Dr Devlin recognized Donna Gregory, Francis Dreb, and Dennis Harrington for their tireless work in moving the division staff into the new facility.  These 3 individuals took responsibility for coordinating the entire move!!

· Recognition that NC HESS system is up and running

· Trust for America's Health Report on preparedness was just released; NC will not be number 1 in that report

· We are not spending our money and that is a "ding" at the federal level.

· Had $6 million left on the table as of August 30.  Got $4.5 million in carryforward but there will be a reduction next year.

· As ASTHO President, Dr. Devlin was in the room when Bush released the national pandemic plan.  Will be 50 state pandemic exercises.

· CDC will refine data but as of now it shows 901,190 influenza vaccine doses shipped to private sector and  605,060 doses to public sector this year in NC.  Will refine to zip codes.

· Update to 2004 public health task force report will be done next fall.

· Final funding authorizations will go out in the next day or two. Keep the nine pages together at the local level.

· Please consider nominating someone for the Ron Levine award.  Friday's session at the State Health Director's Conference has the main speakers scheduled (January 1/26 and 27)

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Information in the DEH Lead Prevention database is being released to a Raleigh newspaper; no names but will have identifiers in it; the AG office says that the current law does not protect the data because the program is no longer in DHHS

· School sanitation rules have a group working on proposed revisions

· Onsite rules are in the final drafting stages

· Revised child care rules in effect January 1

· Plan to conduct a 3 question follow up survey in January on staffing, backlog, and monitoring

· See attachment for notes on changes to the CIT training process

· List serve problems may be because ehl is being blocked locally

· For other items please see the attachment

Special Reports – 

Terrie Snowden reported that the year has been good and expresses a big thank you to all. May not be at the luncheon in January due to the birth of a new grandchild.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson
no action

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter
no action

Technology – Jerry Parks
no action

Environmental Health – David Rust

no action

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper
no action

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger
no action

Alliance – Beth Lovette
no action

Epidemiology – John Morrow

Committee discussed Salmonella exposure through to children through handling turtles. Dr. Maillard reviewed the laws regarding these animals.  Believe that the laws may not be strong enough to protect the children.

Motion: State review the scientific evidence of salmonella infections associated with animals of all types and determine if an expansion of the laws limiting the sale, distribution or allowed locations of these animals is warranted.
Motion passed.

Policy and Planning – John Rouse reporting for Elaine Russell

Motion: NCALHD assume responsibility of assigning veteran health directors as mentors to new health directors. The President and Regional Representatives will make assignments within 30 days of notice of appointment.

Motion passed.

Motion:  Approve draft second hand smoke position statement drafted by the Alliance.

Motion passed.

Motion:  Accept the Orange County Influenza Vaccine Supply Resolution to send to Congressional delegation and to encourage each county to take the Resolution to local Boards of Health and Boards of County Commissioners for local adoption.  

Motion passed with slightly amended language for one item to be provided by Beth Rowe-West and Steve Cline.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

Motion: To support the long-term concept of a national adult immunization program and for the short- term explore a bulk purchase of flu vaccine through the Alliance.

Motion passed.

Accreditation – Wanda Sandele

The Committee met to review the proposed revisions to the current standards and activities.  After the Committee meeting an item came up that the Committee did not deal with.  The legislation is silent on the time period that elapses prior to reapplication if a county is conditionally accredited for two years and it fails to meet standards at the end of that two year period.  In informal discussions with the Committee, a proposal emerged that such a county should wait until the next accreditation cycle to reapply so that it has the full four years to work on the issues identified.

Motion:  That the rules that are in draft to the Commission for Health Services include a provision for a conditionally accredited department who fails to meet standards at the end of the two year period, reapply for accreditation at the next designated four year cycle.

Motion made by Wanda Sandele and seconded by Rosemary Summers.

Health Directors expressed concern that such a health department have to wait an entire four years to reapply.  Some felt that they should be immediately able to reapply, especially since leadership may have changed or other key factors may have changed at the local level making the department able to pass accreditation. The concern is that if funding is tied to accreditation status that it would negatively affect a department from actually ever being able to accomplish accreditation.

John Morrow amended the stated motion to allow a reaccreditation site visit 1 to 2 years after they had failed to be fully accredited.

Second by Jenny Lassiter.

Brian Latourneau made the following substitute motion. Second accepted by Jenny Lassiter.

Substitute motion: If a health department fails to achieve full accreditation by the expiration of the conditional accreditation period, that health department must wait a minimum of six months before it can apply for accreditation and/or request site visits in preparation for the accreditation application.

The amendment to the stated motion failed.  The stated motion failed. The substitute motion passed by show of hands.

Action Items from Regions

From Region IV health directors. Please refer to the article "Politics and Public Health" from RWJ that you received via email.

Motion:  Association prepare a written response to the article and request an explanation of comments made by state officials regarding local public health.

Second by Letourneau.

Discussion centered around how much attention needed to be called to this article.  Some directors felt that even though local public health agencies were not reflected in positive ways, more attention called to this may elevate the attention to this article.  Others felt that the state representatives comments in the article were not supportive of local public health and that the comments selected from former health directors and researchers did not provide an accurate picture of local public health and was actually damaging to local public health.

Motion failed.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette

Meeting shortly after this meeting.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

· Six regional lead agency agreement will be rebid this year for the stroke, heart disease prevention.  Proposed grantees be able to propose their own regional configurations instead of those currently formulated.  $100,000 amount each year for five years, requires state and local match.  Local match may be in-kind.  RFA's out soon.

· 4 C, NC community based cancer prevention education.  Colorectal cancer screening and tobacco use will be the initial focus.

· Kindergarten and 5th grade screening assessments have been completed by the oral health branch.  Access to dental services conference coming soon.

· Committee will be working on second hand smoke and preemption issues at next meeting.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter

Synopsis was mailed of the conference call; please check your email.

Social workers and nurses in schools; Child and Family Team Initiative. Hired by LEA, teams will support the health, mental health, juvenile justice, and social service needs.  200 positions were authorized. 20 LEA's across the state will receive approximately 10 positions or 5 teams.  Invite 30 LEA's to indicate their interest.  This is a pilot and future funding is not assured, although evaluations will be considered.  DSS and/or LME's have to identify a full-time support person for each of these teams.  

Need someone to sit on a subcommittee about vision requirement for children.

Technology – Jerry Parks
no meeting

Epidemiology – John Morrow

Topics covered:

· BT update; several topics including, Rapid Needs Assessment in Fla., multi-state exercise, on-line quarterly narrative report, meetings with health directors on BT teams. 

Please see attached Committee Report for more details on topics.

In the interest of time the President asked that additional informational items should be sent to the Secretary to be shared for the remaining items.

Policy and Planning – John Rouse for Elaine Russell

Written information attached.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

Written information attached.

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger


Hold the dates April 19-20 in Chapel Hill for the School of Government legal conference.

Environmental Health – David Rust
no report

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper
no report

Accreditation– Wanda Sandele
report as part of action

Regional Reports
none
Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – Bill Browder

Bill Browder presented the new person in charge of continuing education at the Institute for Public Health:  Steve Hicks. Bill is retiring effective December 31.

Craig announced the 10 departments in the new accreditation cycle. It's anticipated that the site visits won't be until spring (perhaps April).

School of Government – Jill Moore

Aimee Wall has a new baby girl.

NCPHA – Tom Bridges
no report

ANCBH – Loraine Salois-Deane
no report

Other Liaisons

Wanda Sandele is hosting Vince Covello on April 11.  Cost will be $60. This is a workshop on risk communication.  Should be getting something via email shortly to register.

Nominations for Ham Stevens award now…deadline is December 2.

Even numbered regions need to declare their representatives for next year to Deb or Elaine Russell so the Executive Committee can be filled.  

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 12:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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