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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

August 25, 2005

In conjunction with the NCACC

Westin Hotel

Charlotte, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Announcements:

· Dr. Mabry appointed full time health director in Mecklenberg

Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

The Secretary apologized for the minutes not being distributed ahead of time. The email transmitting the minutes was lost due to the county's server being down.  It was undiscovered until a member inquired on Monday of this week. Minutes were approved as presented.

Raynor motion/Rouse second

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

July report shows that there was an ending balance of $37,253.07. The August report shows a balance of $37,136.62 with three outstanding checks.

 Staley motion to approve/Lovette second.  Motion passed.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

Compliments on accomplishments with the legislators this session. Be watchful of the last minute changes/attachments.

October 4-6 is educational conference in Asheville. Topics are primarily on health disparities.  Monday is the business meeting in Asheville.  This is also the fall educational conference for health directors.  Please get your hotel reservations in promptly!

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

· Also thanks to advocacy in legislature; best since she's been in public health

· First state to pass mandatory accreditation in the country; $700,000

· Pharmacy reporting system passed

· Medicaid directed to pay the $750,000 match for the family planning waiver; thanks to Rep. Insko

· Changes to cancer registry to include all head tumors

· Tobacco tax passed at 35 cents. Even though it's not what was desired it's a start.

· Study on Healthy Carolinians/Health Promotion to be formulated. Chris Hoke and Mary Bobbitt-Cooke will head that study committee.

· Smoking in restaurants will be brought up again next session; Rep Holloman has agreed to work with public health to craft a piece we will support

· Meth bill to put them behind counter has not yet passed….surrounding states have already passed it

· PH Authority Boards can bill Medicaid directly but must still inform the DPH on statistics (S662)

· Needle exchange did not pass but does has the support of both the state health director and the secretary (contrary to messages that might have been released)

· Community Health Center funds passed

· Vision bill passed to include many elementary children

· January 26-27 State Health Directors Conference, please send ideas for topics of interest

· Joy is head of State and Territorial Nursing Directors

· Dennis Harrington received an award from the National Association of Boards of Health at their annual meeting. There were lots of NC folks there.

Joy Reed reported that the two workshops that were held on Monday and Tuesday experienced technology failures. There were at least two sites on Monday that were cut off and the Tuesday session also had difficulties. The dispensing workshop will be conducted "landline" for two western locations, and the accreditation materials will be sent out in a tape/disk format.

Demos from potential vendors on HIS will be occurring in the next month.  They will have 2 weeks to play with the demos. End of year should see a contract being issued.

New health directors named:

Franklin County: 
Phillip Tarte

Warren County:
Ron Sapp

Dennis Harrington reported that there is currently a Federal audit of Medicaid underway; they visited Alamance County to examine the PCG random moment process; thanks to Dorothy Cilenti and the Alamance staff.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

Please see the attachment for detailed notes.  The following topics were covered:

· Legislation

· H900/S902 (did not get out of committee, but Version 4 is still alive in short session)

· H237 (requires some clean up language in the rules due to confusing language)

· Private Well Bill (on hold until 1/06)

· Hurricane Response Plan- Well Inspections (in progress, see notes attached)

· Child Care Rules (adopted CHS on 8/17; prohibits pet reptiles, turtles, snakes and iguanas and restricts outside activities on poor air quality days)

· CIT-Ways to Improve/ be more responsive

· Merging Databases for RS Board, CIT and Authorization

· Environmental Health Study Committee (met 8/3; next mtg is 9/2; survey of backlog and staffing will be important; still need to hear from 9 health departments!)

· DEH Website new look, more user friendly: www.deh.enr.state.nc.us
Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson no action

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter - no meeting

Technology – Jerry Parks no action

Epidemiology – John Morrow no action

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell - no meeting

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone no action

Environmental Health – David Rust no meeting

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper no meeting

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger no action
Accreditation – Wanda Sandele no action

Alliance – Beth Lovette

Action Items from Regions

None

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette none

Technology – Jerry Parks none

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell no meeting 

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone  No meeting

Environmental Health – David Rust no meeting

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Beth Lovette presented for Curtis. September 6 from 11 to 12 is next meeting where the proposal for Block Grant cuts will be discussed.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter no meeting 

NCIR update handed out

· Deployed in 71 counties as of mid-August

· Help desk calls have been at minimum

· Development portion of contract ends in early October. Focus will shift to defining and developing system enhancements.

· Staff working with CDP, Forsyth, QS, and Cabarrus to finalize development of one-way interfaces with these vendor systems. Counties with other vendor systems have been contacted offering assistance to work with vendors on one-way interfaces

Epidemiology – John Morrow

See attached report that covers the following topics in detail:

· Bioterrorism update

· NCEDSS update

· Arbovirus disease update

· UNC Childcare Center Study

· ADAP

· NIMS training

· Special Needs Shelter

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper

Bylaws have been cleaned up and you will see these in your email. Vote will be in October. The changes are minor.

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

Amazing nominations for health director of the year.  Will be awarded in October at the NCPHA.

Accreditation – Wanda Sandele

Building 1 on the new campus will have a meeting of just health directors of the counties that have been through accreditation to discuss needed changes.

Regional Reports

None

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – John Graham

Wrap up and kick off meeting for incubators will be held next month, September 12 and 13. Showcasing some projects to the county commissioners at this meeting. See attachment.

ANCBH – Loraine Salois-Deane

Davie County was first to respond to survey about BOH needs. 25% have responded.  Really need to have responses from all.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 2:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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