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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

July 21, 2005

Wake County Human Services Center

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements:

· Deb Rowe's mother is still extremely ill.

· Don Yousey turned 60 on Saturday; birthday cake for all!

Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes were approved as presented.  Motion and second by Latour/Ring

Treasurer’s Report 

No report this month due to Deb Rowe's being out with her mother.

Executive Director’s Report –   No Report

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

Joy Reed's report is attached. 

· Need to resubmit the C codes as LU codes for JULY if already sent or entered.

· Early Intervention can as of yesterday be billed directly by health departments in HSIS.

· Special bulletin from Medicaid on Behavioral Health.  Print and bring to training.

· Leah sends regards from vacation. She expressed thanks for the support of health directors to the legislature. If the conference is successful, it will be the best public health has had for a while.

· Continuing resolution goes through August 2; they say there will be a budget by then.

· Lots of work this week on Health and Wellness and Trust, work needs to be done on full appropriations chairs.  Not time to stop now.  Still nothing concrete on the revenue side, all still up in the air; keep giving opinions; aged, blind, disabled cuts to Medicaid still of concern; $15 million to pick up local share of Medicaid still in there.

· NC awards at NACHO/ASTHO.  Vision Awards, NC received for School Matrix teams and Acute HIV Testing Program (they give two major awards and NC won both!)

· 5500 and 5600 Six Forks Road are new offices. July 25-27 (next week) is the first week of the big move. Please be patient with contacts.

· Dr. Devlin has been elected President of ASTHO.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce (see Environmental Health Committee Report)

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson no action

Epidemiology – John Morrow no meeting

Women and Children’s Health –  Maggie Dollar for Jenny Lassiter no action
Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper no action

Alliance – Beth Lovette no action 

Technology – Jerry Parks

Motion: To allow the NCALHD President to approach the PHTIN and develop an ad hoc committee to investigate avenues for access to PHTIN, enter into Long Range Planning and develop an educational intervention to be made available to local health directors. The committee request that the work of the committee be concluded and a report delivered to the Association at the October, 2005 meeting.

Motion passed.

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele reporting for Elaine Russell

Motion: To recommend approval of the request from the Alliance that the item related to restoring local authority to regulate smoking in public places be included in the "seek" category of the Association's legislative priorities.

Motion passed.

Second motion deferred to Education and Awards

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

Motion:  That the Association invite Dr. Allan Dobson and Mark Benton of DMA to an upcoming meeting of the Association to introduce them to our membership and for Dr. Dobson to provide his vision for Medicaid and how public health fits into that vision and that we invite their participation on the Reimbursement and Finance Committee as appropriate. 

Motion passed.
Environmental Health – David Rust

Motion: The NCALHD request that the on-site sewage branch conduct a study of all sewage programs at local health departments in reference to backlogs in sewage permitting, number of FTE's in on-site sewage, number of sewage permits issued annually, and fees charged for sewage permits.

Motion passed.

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

Motion: That an ad hoc (standing) committee be appointed by the President to monitor, report progress, and seek input from the Association on the issue of accreditation.

Policy and Planning would like to form a standing committee on accreditation rather than ad hoc. Friendly amendment accepted by the chair of Education and Awards.

Motion passed.

It was agreed that this new standing committee would be chaired by the Vice President of the Association (see the next section on State and Local).

State and Local – Wanda Sandele

Motion: Reduce the standing of this committee to an ad hoc committee. Amendment to the motion makes the Vice-President the chair of the Accreditation Committee.

Motion as amended passed.

This will be referred to Bylaws for review of changes needed in that document.

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians did not submit a written request but it was said that they were interested in being recognized as an entity to apply for incubator funds.  The committee made a motion that:

Motion: Only counties be considered as appropriate applicants for incubator funding.

Motion passed.

Indian nations may work through the local health directors to participate in incubator projects through the health department.

Action Items from Regions

none 

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Beth Lovette

Everyone is a member of the Alliance this year unless you opt out at the website.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Asthma Program and State Center transferred to Chronic Disease.

Block grant has been restored at federal level although at reduced funding. Committee will deal with recommendations for how to distribute those cuts. Input from Health Directors is welcomed.

Legislative updates reviewed. (See attached report for more details).

Women and Children’s Health – Maggie Dollar for Jenny Lassiter

Once health departments are up and running on immunization registry, then the local physicians can get on. As of mid-July NCIR is in 55 counties. Immunization staff is working with CDP, Forsyth County, QS and Cabarrus County to finalize development of one-way interfaces which may be used by counties utilizing these vendor systems.

Technology – Jerry Parks

Access to PHTIN is determined by the instructor as to whether course is open or closed to others.

HIS progress is ahead of schedule. Next level of evaluation is to invite them to do a demonstration of their products (hopefully this fall).

Thanks to Danny Staley for participating in this process.

Epidemiology – John Morrow no meeting

NACHO survey should be completed by August 1.

Policy and Planning – Wanda Sandele for Elaine Russell

Brief review of pending legislation showed no significant glitches in remaining pieces at this point in time.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

Expenditures per capita report distributed. Summary tables first, then specific county data. Ask Dennis Harrington if you have questions.

$2 million for primary care grants, committee will not meet until after legislature goes home.

Medicaid is in process of being audited by the Office of Inspector General. Contracts are being looked at as well. PCG work is by contract. Billing for unbilled claims is on hold for now with PCG until after the audit.  Random Moment Time Study billing for 3rd quarter ending 3/31/05 was $741,614. Remember to emphasize importance to staff on completing the paperwork!

Retro billing won't be done anymore; don't allow claims to go over 12 months anymore. Supposedly we are compensated for unbilled claims through cost settlement.

Some counties are getting letters from PCG stang that they need to reclaim Medicaid money and for the county to rebill 3rd party. This comes from a cost recovery project of DMA is not part of any Association project. You do need to carefully read and investigate what the letter is asking you to do to make sure there is no link to anything connected with our projects.

Committee will be following the Medicaid issue on the federal level.  Commission appointed at federal level that is charged with finding savings/cuts of $10 billion in various levels of Medicaid over the next 5 years.

Environmental Health – David Rust (also for vacationing Terry Pierce)

Judy Daye chairing the committee on temporary food establishments to revise the rules. Required to apply for permit at local health department minimum of 15 days prior to event to review the plan for providing services. Problem is the $200 fee per plan review if the person moves frequently from county to county.

Print orders in progress and should be shipped soon.

Child care rules will be at August meeting of Commission for Health Services.

August 3 committee will meet on studying environmental health specialist requirements.

HB902 survey should be filled out to help with this situation.

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper

MiMi passed out the proposed slate of officers for 2006. Proposed slate is:

Past President:

Don Yousey

President:

Elaine Russell

President Elect:
Wanda Sandele

Vice President:
Rosemary Summers

Secretary Treasurer:
John Rouse

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

Due August 15th are nominations for Health Director of the Year.  Also need topics for state health director's conference.

State and Local – Wanda Sandele

1% kickback to NCACC for the malpractice insurance.  Jim Blackburn said this is true for all insurance that the local counties participate in. Has been paid "forever."

David Thompson will be replacing Ron Aycock as Executive Director.  Mr. Blackburn would like more communication between the NCACC and the NCALHD. He said that they "ignore" the bylaws on lobbying with legislators on positions contrary to the NCACC.  He will be invited to participate in the Reimbursement and Finance Committee.

Regional Reports none

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – Bill Browder

Wrap up conference on incubators in August. 

School of Government – Jill Moore

Next spring or summer for last special topic seminar that has been oversubscribed.  Communicable disease law seminar registration was distributed.

NCPHA – Barry Bass

Bill Smith made a motion: Extend invitation to NACHO president to attend NCPHA in October and use funds from Deborah's aborted travel to the NACHO conference to fund the trip.

Tom Bridges second.

Motion passed.

Invitation to everyone to attend NCPHA in October in Asheville. George will be hosting a reception for health directors.

Moment of silence for Joyce Sluder, health director that died suddenly.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 10:30 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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