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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Executive Committee Meeting

May 19, 2005

Quality Inn Conference Center

Boone, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Thank you to Danny Staley for hosting us at a lovely wine and cheese reception.  Wines by the Staley vineyard.

Announcements:

· Food Safety Task Force and Retail Food Security Group both need representatives.  Please contact Don Yousey if you are interested in serving.

· Don urges all health directors to get involved with SB900.  This will affect public health statewide not just in a local area.

Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes were approved as presented.

George Bond made the motion and George O’Daniel seconded.

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that ending balance of $38,000.  A few checks are outstanding.  There are two counties that have not joined; Toe River and Jackson County. Motion to approve made by Louis Latour, second by Elaine Russell.

Motion passed.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

In the absence of Wanda Sandele, Deb reported that the State and Local Committee decided not to host a reception for the NCACC but will do an exhibit at the location.  It was decided that there were too many receptions already scheduled this year.

Motion from Committee to exhibit at NCACC.  

Motion passed.

See NACCHO announcement about the release of the BT money from the feds.  Please follow the link and look at item number 9.

State Health Director’s Report – Joy Reed for Leah Devlin

Safe abandonment act needs to be covered in maternity clinics. Please make sure that your staff knows about this.

Medicaid max money; the paperwork did not go to the controller's office until late yesterday afternoon.  Should have money in the next 10 days. 

Jerry Park received the Arnold Kaluzny Alumni award from the School of Public Health.

See the current issue of NC Medical Journal for safety net articles.  George Bond and Wanda Sandele are featured.

Expect to receive an electronic survey from NACCHO in early June about what local health departments do.  Please participate.  Last time this was done was 1996.

Medicaid Bulletin asked for everyone to fill out a survey.  However, because HSIS covers all health departments, the Division filled out most of the basic parts.  Joy is asking health departments to respond to six remaining questions that will be sent electronically.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce (see attachment)

· Private Well Bill on hold until January 2006

· HB1701 Protect Private Drinking Water Wells that requires a lot of testing when properties transfer.  Submitted by Rep. Allen

· IBEAM/HSIS Conversion; Demo will be at NCPHA, requires 6 month of programmer and 7 months of crystal report developer ($121,000); asking for contribution from counties to pay for part of this. Process to select pilot counties has not yet been determined.

· K&W Agreement; based on AG recommendations not rules.  Suggested that challenge testing be allowed.  Regional staff should be informed or call Sue Grayson if you have questions.

· SB7 Well Inspections in Hurricane Response Plan; run into snag with purchasing GPS units, are borrowing from Buncombe.

· HB900 Onsite Wastewater Systems; Terry wrote letter but is not supportive of bill.  Terry believes that this should be sent to study committee and that the bill not be approved.

Special Reports – 

Terrie Snowden of Snowden Co. distributed renewal update memorandum for medical malpractice.  Memo is attached.  Ended up at a 5% premium rate for renewal which is very favorable, considering that 10% rate had been proposed.  Company remains Ace Medical Risk.  Individual provider rates will also be increasing slightly. Students and volunteers are covered under the policies.  She will include on letter.  

There have been five claims this year.  $19,000 is largest on a death in a jail claim.

Tail coverage is covered in Ms. Snodwen's memo.  This is the "extended reporting period" provision in the policy.

Motion:  To approve the renewal rate for the medical malpractice for the 05-06 fiscal year.

Louis Latour made the motion for approval and George Bond seconded.

Motion passed.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson - No meeting
Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter - No meeting

Technology – Jerry Parks - No meeting.

Epidemiology – John Morrow - no meeting

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone - no meeting. 

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper - no meeting.

Policy and Planning – Jenny Lassiter for Elaine Russell

Motion: That HB900/SB902 be modified in acccordance with the points raised in the stakeholders meeting summary prepared by Terry Pierce with two additional items; exclusion of deemed permitted language in any form and removal of county liability.  If legislation is not modified accordingly, then the association recommends sending the matter to a study commission for further development.

Black caucus has endorsed these bills; there is some belief that they have not been told the whole story behind the bill.  Verla Insko is trying to put this into a study bill.  County attorneys have concerns about county liability even with the compromise language.  Professional engineers are against it; home builders and septic tank contractors have no position.  Milton Heath is concerned about the implications.

Motion passed.

Motion: That the Association support SB871 and HB1530 which supports the Institute of Medicine Report and Recommendations on child neglect.

This bill creates a statewide task force charged with implementing and overseeing the recommendations.  The task force would "reside" in DHHS.  This is a request for $250,000 to support the creation of the task force and staff to run the task force.

Motion passed.

Motion: Motion to pass resolution of support for SB686, Meth Lab Prevention Act. (See attached resolution).

This bill proposes to add pseudoephedrine to Schedule V of the controlled substance list.

Motion passed.

Motion:  That the association send a letter to house Appropriations Committee this week that includes the following points in priority order:

· Need more money for accreditation

· Exempt health departments from the Medicaid rate freeze

· Need money allocated by state for health promotion (to replace anticipated federal loss)

· Change the exclusion listed on page 113 section 10.1.d. that currently states that DHHS shall not spend more than the legislature has appropriated for HIS.

Motion passed.

Motion:  That the Association send a letter to the House Finance Committee about the importance of increasing the cigarette tax to 75 cents, a position already taken by the Association.

Motion passed.

Motion:  That the Association send a letter to Lt. Governor Purdue expressing concern about the Health and Wellness Trust spending additional funds on the prescription drug program instead of tobacco prevention.

Motion passed.

Environmental Health – David Rust

Motion: The Association establish a committee in conjunction with the RS Board, NC Environmental Health Supervisor's Association, ECU, WCU, Division of Environmental Health and other interested parties to develop a position on the classification of Environmental Health Specialist with respect to what the roles, duties, training and education of an EHS should be in a local health department.

 Motion passed.

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger  No action.

State and Local – Wanda Sandele (See Executive Director's report)

Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti   No action.

Action Items from Regions

None

Committee Reports (Information Items)

Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti

Plan for today's meeting is at the Health Department with lunch.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson - no meeting
Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter - no meeting

Technology – Jerry Parks - no meeting

Epidemiology – John Morrow - no meeting

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone - no meeting

Policy and Planning – Jenny Lassiter for Elaine Russell

· SB1032 Exotic Animal Bill; will look at next month

· SB669 Hartsell bill on public health authorities will allow authorities to bill Medicaid directly with private vendor.  Addition to bill allows authorities to add board members sufficient to qualify them as FQHC's and compete for federal grants.

· SB72 expanding BOH membership passed Senate and is in House committee.  No action is anticipated.

· HB76 to ban smoking in restaurants is still in judiciary committee and probably will not go anywhere.

· Crossover on bills has been delayed until June 2.

Environmental Health – David Rust

Layton Long appointed to RS Board.

Have candy containing lead in NC.  State is looking into that.

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper 

Plan is to meet in June to develop slate of officers.  Let Mimi know if you want to participate.  Cookies will be provided.

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

Institute would like to present to the Committee a report on Accreditation.

State and Local – Wanda Sandele - no items

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – John Graham

Asked that folks pay NALBOH dues.

Bill Smith reminded folks about the NACHO elections.  Gibbe Harris, George Bond, and Bill Smith are running.  

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 10:10 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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