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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

April 20, 2005

Albert Coates Center

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Announcements:

· Paul Meyers with County Commissioners Association welcomed us to the Center. He spoke briefly about HB900, while the Commissioners Association is not in favor of the bill, they are encouraging the stakeholder approach to resolving the issues surrounding this area of on-site wastewater infrastructure.

· New Health Directors were introduced.

· Wayne Stewart

· Kim Smith

· Ken Reavis

· Don Moore

· Reminder that meeting next month will be in Boone.
Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes were approved as presented.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

Reminder that we will be here again in June. Boone still has rooms available. Call for reservations immediately.

General Assembly has been very busy.  Keep in contact with legislators throughout this critical period.

There are only 3 Counties that have not paid their dues; 2 are following up.

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that the ending balance as of March 19, 2005 was $41,063.40 in checking.  NACCHO dues are almost all paid.  Report approved as presented.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

Full report as attachment. 

· Private Well Bill has been drafted and is looking for cosponsors from counties who don't have local well rules.  Check email for draft.

· IBEAM/HSIS Conversion is progressing. Will try to demo at NCPHA in October. Would like to have it all completed by December 31, 2005.  Plan to pilot in selected counties.

· Hurricane Response Plan (SB7) on Well Inspections. Sampling of wells in local areas. GPS units will gather data on local wells and there will be reimbursement per well.

· HB 900 Enhance Onsite Wastewater System Approvals. In late conversations the "authors" of the bill are willing to compromise.  See report for more detail.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

· H2N2 notice from State Lab beat the notice from the testing firm.

· Tobacco tax letter sent by Dr. Devlin.

· Ban on smoking in restaurants; Holloman asking for support for this bill.

· HIS is not in the budget. Need to have health directors speak to their legislators to make sure that it gets put into the budget.

· Showcase accreditation at the federal Region IV health director's meeting.

· State Center for Health Statistics Director is retiring.

· Jim Bernstein has additional cancer spread and is now in hospice care.

· Leah will be going to Washington to ask for Food and Safety Demonstration Project next week, approximately $2 million.

· 2 Secretaries, Leah Devlin, Terry Pierce, and Chris Hoke meet every other month.

· Medicaid rate increases have been frozen and public health is not on the exemption list. Dr. Devlin is trying to get this changed.

· Need more LEA's to participate in the Youth Risk Survey.

· School health nurse funding for 54 positions in DPI budget. Hopes are that they will build on the criteria approved last year.

Joy Reed

· Introduced accountability coordinator with DPH.

· Primary care reports are due for quarter.

· Mental health training offered on a statewide basis will be required if you intend to bill.

· Look for guidance on patients with changing names next week.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson (none)

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter (none)

Epidemiology – John Morrow (none)

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone (none)
Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper (none)
Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger (none)

State and Local – Wanda Sandele (none)

Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti (none)

Technology – George Bond for Jerry Parks

Motion: Deny variance to Custom Data Processing. Reconfirm our moratorium.

Motion approved.

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell

Motion:  The President will send a letter to the sponsors of HB795/SB665 respectfully requesting their withdrawal of the bills. 

This bill will allow Public Health Authorities to bypass HSIS Medicaid system and direct bill.

Passed.

Motion to amend the letter requesting support for the RFP being submitted.   Passed

Motion: The Association support the PH Response Teams in contacting BT Coordinators to generate a list of up to 10 volunteers per agency to assist with the deployment of the Rapid Needs Assessment field technology in the event of an outbreak or disaster.

Motion passed.

Motion:  The Association supports the development of a workgroup to facilitate the Local Health Director survey process associated with the Quality Improvement and Accountability for the PH Improvement Task Force.

Motion passed.

Motion: The President will issue a letter to Senate/House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services requesting that Public Health be added to the exemption list related to the proposed freeze on Medicaid reimbursement rates.

Passed

Motion: The Association will work with the Legislature to adopt legislation that reinforces CDC recommendations for practices at petting zoos.  Jenny Lassiter offered an amendment to add the word hygiene in front of "practices".

Amendment passed. And Amended Motion passed.

Environmental Health – David Rust

Motion: The Association be on record in support of the meth lab rules as adopted by the Commission for Health Services with no changes at this point.

Motion failed.

Motion:  Association does not recommend any changes to the existing meth rules at this time. 

John Morrow motion, Jenny Lassiter second.

There was a fair amount of discussion about recommending support.  A key point was made that there is limited science to support the rules as written and that has always been a key cornerstone in public health.  This is also seen as an unfunded mandate for health departments and leaves liability questions open.

Motion: That the Association be on record in opposition to HB900/SB902 in their present form and oppose any modification of these bills which maintains the concept of "deemed permitted" for on-site sewage systems.

Motion passed.

Motion: The Association recommends that the Division of Environmental Health initiate a stakeholders meeting as soon as practical to address issues which HB 900/SB 902 refer to.

Motion passed. 

Motion:  That on all committee meetings of the Association, including conference calls, that all individuals attending in person or by phone must identify themselves or be identified when arriving or calling in.

Motion passed.

Action Items from Regions

Motion: Region 10 Health Directors move that the NC Division of Public Health consolidate health education/health promotion and Healthy Carolinians consultants and revert any savings to local public health.

Colleen Bridger second.

Move to table by David Stone, Leonard Wood second.  Refer to Health Promotion Committee to study the recommendation.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti

Upcoming meeting scheduled.  There is a new website for the alliance.

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson 

· 2 year grant from Pfizer to survey capacity to respond to diabetes. Survey has been piloted.

· Health Services Block Grant still a problem at the federal level.  2 republican senators will not see public health members for us to even advocate.

· Legislation by Nye on obesity prevention.  Please pay attention to it. 

· Physical activity bill for State Bd. of Education requiring daily activity for students.

· HB 865 K-8 required PE.  Allows PE as homework option.

For further details call Curtis Dickson.

Technology – George Bond for Jerry Parks

· RFP did go out. 35 companies came to bidders conference.

· In follow up to the request last month, it was discussed that access to PHTIN has technical limitations on how many connections can be allowed/made.

Epidemiology – John Morrow

· Influenza, still seeing cases.  May be seeing a California strain. Avian influenza task force will be looking at what may be done proactively, especially with the poultry producers.  Contact Dr. Cline or Engle if interested.  Working with Agriculture and industry.

· Vector Borne disease task force is being created. Re-born and expanded West Nile task force.  Last year there were very low numbers of West Nile, highest in Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever but this may be a lab confirmation issue, that is hoped to be further explored.

· Hepatitis B monitoring taken out of agreement addenda.  Will be getting quarterly report on pending cases (new report).

· BT in grant year 5.  No year 6 guidance yet.  Application due in to the feds by July 1.

· Operation Plothound has final stages of exercise on May 12.

· CDC released new antiretroviral recommendations on Jan 21, 2005 and NC is trying to adopt these. Who pays is still the question. Treatment recommendations are not control measures and therefore may not be required.

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell

Elaine provided an update on various bills of interest that were discussed at the committee meeting. Check the NCGA website for details on bill actions.

Environmental Health – David Rust

The Committee will be looking for a date for a joint committee meeting with Technology in June to discuss IBEAM further.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter (no meeting)

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone (none)

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper (none)

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger (none)

State and Local – Wanda Sandele (none)

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – Bill Browder

· Epi Team Conference June 7-9 at Sheraton Imperial Hotel

· Updating orientation course for new board members with ANCBH

· Recently completed a video production on Protecting Your Public: Environmental Orientation

Full report attached.

Ed Baker passed out the new Institute newsletter.

NCPHA – Tom Bridges

Please encourage membership in NCPHA.  October 4-6 at Renaissance Hotel in Asheville is the annual meeting.

NCACC meets in August in Charlotte.  Deborah is encouraging association to have a presence.  Our meeting will be there, August 25 at Westin Hotel.  Association could hold a reception after 7:30 for the Commissioners.

Referred to State and Local Committee.

Deborah mentioned that Ron Aycock from the Commissioner's Association is retiring.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 3:25 pm.

NEXT MEETING IS AT THE QUALITY INN IN BOONE, NC ON MAY 19 AT 9 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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