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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

March 17, 2005

Wake County Human Services Center

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:03 am.

Announcements:

· Kathleen DeVore Jones is moving to Santa Rosa County in Florida.
· Standing ovation for Deborah Rowe for the Legislative breakfast.
· April meeting at Albert Coates Building, May will be in Boone, June meeting back at Albert Coates; check the website for details.
· Local fees bill for food and lodging has been drafted; talked with Hartsell about accreditation and some funding for each department although not at the level we asked for; the smoking in public places was a good House committee meeting and looks like it will be successful
Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that checking ending balance is $55,752.84, however much of this amount is scheduled to be sent to NACCHO for dues.  Thanks to the 76 health departments that have already paid their dues for the year.

There was a motion and second to approve the treasurer’s report. Motion passed.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

The legislative breakfast had a very large turnout of legislators.  Commendation to health directors for making the personal calls to legislators.

Congressional delegation meetings have been arranged for next week.  Please attend.  Deborah's checking on specific meetings that only have a few health directors coming.  Check your email for material that could be presented to congressional representatives.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

Jim Bernstein is in Indianapolis and will be undergoing chemotherapy after surgery and is having a rough recovery.

Rick Mumford is back from deployment.

Had a site visit from Robert Wood Johnson on accreditation.  DPH has sent them letter about funding the process.  

Karen Banks-Miller is new exec director of Kate B. Reynolds.

Leah spent day with US Congressional delegation on various issues; preventive block grant, preparedness, Ryan White authorization, president's budget on vaccine cuts, workforce preparedness development act that proposes to train public health professionals and place them in public health jobs with loan forgiveness provisions. (See ASTHO attachments)

Senate reduction targets of $300,000 million. 5% reduction in DPH. Tobacco tax not included in their strategy.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce (see attachments)

Private Well Bill sent back for more work, concept is the same.

SB7: Hurricane Recovery Act of 2005 is modeled after response to Floyd; will provide support for local labs performing water analysis; 44 counties have been designated to receive some funds; will include mapping where the bad wells are.  Remaining funds will be in grants for start up of new well programs.

SB 568 Certification for Wastewater Contractors and Inspectors is same as bill from last year.

Tort Claim Awareness will be presented at the legal conference, at supervisors association and will being included in the SOP health law class.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Two action items.  First is for state health promotion program preservation strategy.  There are two main strategies, one to conduct a media advocacy campaign featuring the successes of the health promotion program and second to conduct a letter writing campaign targeted to NC delegation to the US Congress and the NC General Assembly.  (See attachment for more details).

Motion: That the Association supports these strategies to preserve health promotion funding.

Motion passed.

Deaths from unintentional drug overdoses are twice as high in 2003 than they were in 1997. Most of the drugs that resulted in fatal overdoses were controlled substances (narcotics) that were prescribed to treat chronic and severe pain.  In NC there is no system to monitor how many controlled substances are prescribed to patients or how many of these prescriptions are used legitimately and how many are abused or diverted.  24 states currently have enabling legislation for electronic controlled substances reporting systems.  This database will be housed within mental health at DHHS and will be funded by federal funding.

Motion:  To support proposed legislation to be introduced by the Division of PH to establish the NC Controlled Substances Reporting System in the Department of Health and Human Services pursuant to rules adopted by the Commission for Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services.

Discussion including concern about the size of the infrastructure that is being created to support a reporting system when the other parts of the system are having a hard time being sustained by continuing funding.

Motion passed.
Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter

Motion: Child health survey to be sent to Directors of Nursing and child health nurses in health departments to assess training needs for the program.

Survey attached.

Motion passed.

Motion:  To send PHTIN and lack of connectivity of LHD's be sent to technology committee and request that an explanation comes back to Association.

Joy Reed explained that the system is limited by the capacity of the port numbers in the infrastructure.  There are BT funds available to hook up departments in a different way.  

Motion passed.

Technology – Jerry Parks none
Epidemiology – John Morrow none 

Policy and Planning –  Wanda Sandele for Elaine Russell

Motion: To support passage of SB 189- All Terrain Vehicle Regulation.

Motion passed. 

Motion: To support passage of HB 321 to authorize the DHHS to begin developing plans for the construction and financing of a state public health laboratory.

Motion passed

Motion:  To endorse the letter to the US NC Congressional Delegation regarding opposition to the Medicaid cuts in the President's proposed 2006 budget.

Motion passed.

Motion:  To implement the IOM recommendation to allow those counties who wish to pursue federal primary care funding to reconfigure their BOH to meet the federal 51% consumer majority mandate. Further that this be accomplished through a modification in the public health authority statute. Further to attempt to modify the public health authority statute to allow but not require the 51% consumer majority to hold harmless those public health authorities that do not choose to seek primary care federal funding.

Discussion: Only health department that could/will be affected is Hertford County.  

Motion passed.

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone 

Motion:  Move forward with the PCG proposal as outlined for a one-year trial (fiscal year 05-06) with evaluation at the end of the trial.  (Proposal attached).

Once items have been billed and denied, they would not be affected.  These will only be those for claims we did not know were Medicaid eligible when the service was provided.  There was considerable discussion in this regard.

Technology was asked to look further at the possibility of making this a state run/driven process rather than contracted.

Motion passed.

Environmental Health – David Rust

Met via conference call with epidemiology.  Major topic of discussion was meth rules.

Motion:  Association go on record in support of the current meth lab rules with the addition of a requirement that the septic tank be pumped. 

Disposal of sewage is still an issue.  Division of waste management will look at this issue. In rural areas this could be a huge issue.

Motion failed.

David Rust sought clarification for why the motion did not pass and it was not the septic tank recommendation that prevented passage of the motion.

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper none

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger  none
State and Local – Wanda Sandele none
Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti

Action Items from Regions

Motion from Region 4 Health Directors to support the sale of pseudoephridine products from behind the counter for all retail/wholesale businesses. 

The goal is to reduce the availability of pseudoephridine products for the production of methamphetamine.

Motion passed.

Motion from Region 4 Health Directors to support the introduction and passage of a bill allowing a county to pass smoking control rules that are more stringent than state laws.

Motion passed.

Motion from Region 4 Health Directors to oppose S72 on the appointment of a restaurant owner to the Board of Health.

There was lots of discussion in support of the opposition of this bill. Reduces public members and creates a conflict of interest on the Board.  Commissioners could choose to appoint one as a public member under the current structure in one of the three public slots.

Motion passed

Motion from floor with a second:  Send letter to NC House Health Committee that  health directors unanimously oppose the bill.

Motion passed.

Committee Reports (Information Items)
Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Give Kids a Smile yielded over $1 million in free care to children.

Dental Health listserve request has only been answered by 9 counties and there are 38 health departments with dental clinics.  If you are interested please respond to the Oral Health Section.

Health Directors are encouraged to discuss the Preventive Health Services block grant in the meetings with the US Congressional members in March.  Elimination of the block grant will significantly affect both the state and local levels.  If the federal block grant is eliminated or significantly reduced, the Committee is asking the Association to support an effort to restore the $2 million state funding that was cut in previous years.

Injury and Violence Prevention Team draft report available.  Contact Curtis Dickson.

Trying to get public health more involved in injury and violence prevention along with other partners such as trauma hospitals and law enforcement.  Looking at how and where to build the infrastructure for prevention and response.  

Youth Suicide Prevention Conference will be held on March 24th and 25th. Information can be found at www.mha-nc.org
Committee reviewed and endorsed SB189 concerning All-Terrain Vehicle Registration.

The Committee also reviewed several important initiatives upcoming in the spring.  (See committee report notes attached.)

Next conference call is Tues April 12 at 11.

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter

Immunization registry update.  There will be an interface for vendor counties so there will not be a double entry but there will be an expense to local departments. (See attachment.)

Limited enrollment for family planning waiver starts in October and will be limited to six weeks and 3900 individuals.

Deborah Carroll formerly of the Genetics and Sickle Cell Branch will be new branch head for Early Intervention.

Technology – Jerry Parks
No meeting.

Epidemiology – John Morrow

Meth rules are now the state standard.  Committee discussed that health departments need three things to take appropriate action; state law, rules, and evidence that the site was a meth lab and has not been cleaned up.

Flu season passed its peak.

Replacement of cipro for STD.  Niseeria gonnorhea has built resistance to cipro and standard is replacing cipro with vantin.  2 - 200 mg tablets is the appropriate dose.  Cipro will still be available through TB section. (Look for memo in your email!) 

BT aid to county dollars not being spent well enough.  Spend the money, please by May 30 or August. (Look for memo in your email on where your county is with spending!)

Policy and Planning –  Wanda Sandele for Elaine Russell

The committee discussed the following bills:

HB 106 Expand Medicaid bill to cover more children

HB529  Shelter bill standard for animal shelters

Healthy Carolinians H115/S346  recurring funds

HB239 smoking in health depart buildings modified to 50 ft of any entrance or air intake today on second and third reading for house today 

Indoor arenas bill only applies to coliseum

Restaurant bill banning smoking in  restaurants

Reimbursement and Finance – David Stone

The "Green Book" showing county per capita expenditures, reportedly went to printer on Wednesday, March 16.

The NC Public Health Nurse Administrators undertook a study to look at the average nurse salaries across the state and the costs of turnover.  This was also to give a measure of individual counties vs. State or region. (Charts and analysis attached)

· Average salary range for nurses had a $5,000 spread.

· Average turnover costs statewide was minimum of $27,092 (PHNI) plus add-ons such as training courses

The NC Medical Managers Group conducts this type of survey for the private sector. Counties can participate, but you must join the organization ($150).

Environmental Health – David Rust

Doug Lassiter from septic tank association came to committee and talked about restaurant owners who are cleaning out their own grease traps and how that actually made them a septic hauler. 

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper none

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

13 health directors registered for health director orientation.  Colleen reminded directors that this is for directors only not for staff.

Legal conference is  April 21/22 at the School of Government and attendance is encouraged.

Committee received a lovely update report on pilot accreditation process.

State and Local – Wanda Sandele
none
Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti

Updating website.

Trying to contract with an RD to provide support for diabetes education for counties.

Regional Reports

Western Incubator:  Regional Health Assessment with interactive website.  Grant writing capabilities for rural departments. Hand held technology on GPS locators was presented.

Liaison Reports

Joy Reed:  State has hired an accountability coordinator;  web based expenditure reporting system anticipated to roll out in July 2005; training will be held end of April, early May; "Bad Bulletin" reported on 100 patients who received Td instead of tuberculin; HIS request for proposal should be posted by the end of the day;  Channing Bete new publication on public health is well done.

Report from SC Partnership Incubator has met several times to develop their plan.

Report from Eastern District encouraged membership and participation in annual program.

Leah announced that Dr. Levine has been appointed to the Commission for the Health.

Merle Green agreed to be liaison to ANCBH.

Reps for NACCHO needed.

Layton Long will be the representative to the RS Board.

Institute of Public Health – Dennis Harrington for Bill Browder

Accreditation Board report; two counties went to appeal; two were approved.  Lot of progress was made on looking at the specific items.  

ANCBH – Loraine Salois-Deane

Objectives for the year are to revamp website and put plans in place for statewide conference for Board members.

Institute for Public Health is looking at developing some BOH training modules to be delivered via internet.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 11:15 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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