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MINUTES

North Carolina Association of Local Health Directors

Full Association Meeting

February 17, 2005

Wake County Human Services Center

Raleigh, NC

​Call to Order – Don Yousey

The President called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Announcements:

· Press conference at 11 am today on the tobacco tax.  Try to get through the agenda in good order to release folks to attend.  Action items will only be addressed in this meeting today.
· Please make sure that all letters of support go through committees and through the association.  They must come to the Association first before the President will sign them.
Approval of the Minutes – Rosemary Summers

Minutes of the January 2005 were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report – Deb Rowe

Report shows that the ending balance is $12,706.24 although there are a number of outstanding deposits for the early part of the year in new dues.  Thanks to those who have sent in their checks.

John Rouse reported on behalf of the Audit Committee on the audit of the books for calendar year 2004.  The committee (David Rice, David Stone, and John Rouse) found everything in good order with no exceptions.  The committee commended Deborah Rowe on keeping the association's books in order.

Treasurer's report was approved.

Executive Director’s Report – Deb Rowe

Send in orientation registration for new health director's.  Need those soon.

Deborah went over the people that need to be contacted in the legislature, especially the committee chairs and encouraged people to make appointments to see these folks.

HB286 is for tobacco tax bill.

Federal preventive block grant information will be coming via email for letters to be sent to congressional delegation to avert the cuts at the federal level.

Incubator funding is being worked through legislative contacts.  Special presentations will be made over the next four months on what the current incubators have been doing.

Deborah's requesting permission to send letter to Health and Wellness Trust to consider funding for some of the incubator projects.  By consensus, the letter was approved.

Anne Thomas presented information about the Northeast Partnership.  19 counties with 10 health departments participating.  Drew down HRSA funds in addition to hire epidemiologist for entire area.  Diabetes, HIV/AIDS, and stroke and heart disease prevention are the three priorities chosen to be addressed.  Received over $800,000 for youth tobacco effort from Health and Wellness Trust.  Incubator funds have been used for social marketing for diabetes and management consultant to help identify ways to maximize revenues and another consultant to look at information technology resources and how efficiencies can be gained.

South Central Incubator will meet at 9 am in Cumberland on Monday.

State Health Director’s Report – Leah Devlin

· Thanks on work on Preventive Block Grant.  On the federal level there's also a 15% reduction in preparedness bill.  Also asking for more HIV/AIDS money.  More information will be coming.

· Emerging issues forum came out with 8 goals; one is obesity prevention.  Governor said that he felt that was a public health issue.  They will be having 3 regional emerging issues public forums to discuss these further. The first will be held in the Asheville region.

· Support for accreditation is strong.  RWJ coming on March 3 to discuss further.  Dorothy Cilenti and Fred Pilkington will be representing health directors.

· New state DPH pharmacist starting Monday, joint position with Wake Human Services.

· PHRST Teams in Gaston County participating in HeartBreak fully functional field exercise for both chemical and mass casualty.

· Operation Plothound scheduled for tomorrow.

· Meth rules will also be referred back to Environmental Health Committee for more work.

State Environmental Health Director’s Report – Terry Pierce

· Draft of private well rules distributed. (attached)

· Inspection frequency of foodservice establishments draft attached.  Implementation date July 1, 2006.

· State vacancies- recruiting for engineer and plan review engineer, section chief will be posted in next few days and the rules enforcement position will be changing responsibilities before being posted.

· DEH has reached and agreement with K&W regarding the handling of certain desserts.  Potentially hazardous desserts will be held at 140 F or above before putting on serving line and desserts will be discarded according to an item specific schedule.  There will be guidance memo from Sue Grayson soon regarding this.

· Excess printed materials that were delivered to LHDs should be kept by the departments.  The state will absorb the cost.  Feel free to share with neighboring counties if you have too many.

Committee Reports (Action Items Only)

No action items from the following committees:

State and Local – Wanda Sandele 

Education and Awards – Colleen Bridger

Nominations and ByLaws – MiMi Cooper
Epidemiology – John Morrow 

Health Promotion/Oral Health – Curtis Dickson

Women and Children’s Health – Jenny Lassiter

Technology – Jerry Parks 

Reimbursement and Finance – Tim Green

Alliance – Dorothy Cilenti  

Environmental Health – David Rust

Two action items. Draft of enabling legislation for private well state rules is attached.  

Motion: Support the development and introduction in the legislature of enabling legislation for private well rules in North Carolina.

Discussion: Questions were raised about irrigation wells being included in these rules.  Monitoring wells not included.  Existing well construction rules cover these irrigation and monitoring wells issues.

Motion passed.

Motion:  Support the law and rule changes being proposed by the Board of Sanitarian Examiners for certification of Environmental Health Specialists.

Discussion:  Copy is attached. Question about the increase in fees for certification.  Board does not forsee needing to increase fees now, but may in the future.  Board would be able to do so if needed to remain solvent. This law clarifies that the law only applies to local public health and the state, not all people in the profession.

Motion passed.

Policy and Planning – Elaine Russell

There was extensive discussion at the Committee meeting about accreditation standards and process.  Some health directors are concerned that there has not been enough input by local health directors on the revised standards and activities.  Other health directors felt that the pilot process is intended to test the standards and activities and then make revisions.  Accreditation standards and activities comments should be made by all health directors and sent to the three health director representatives (Tim Green, Danny Staley, Linda Sewall) and Dennis Harrington and Joy Reed.  The Accreditation Advisory Board/Accrediting Board will be meeting in February and in March.  A report to the legislature is due April 1.

Motion: That all health directors either individually or through the Regional process review the latest version of Accreditation Standards, the Self Assessment Tool, and the Accreditation process and provide written comment to our representatives on the Accreditation Advisory Board by the end of February.

Motion passed.

Federal legislative liaison work:  The move to delete the funds for preventive health block grants and other items from the federal budget are of great concern to all local and state programs.  Deborah Rowe will set up meetings with Congressional representatives, notify respective health directors of date, time, location for the group to meet with the legislator. Information to be shared will be developed and provided to health directors.  A lead health director will be identified for each meeting.

Motion: NCALHD membership will visit Congressional delegation in home district during their recess the last 2 weeks of March to advocate on behalf of local public funding, specifically that  NC Preventive Health block grant funds be restored, no cuts in public health preparedness funds, and no cuts to Medicaid.
Motion passed.

Action Items from Regions   None

Committee Reports (Information Items)
No information items at the meeting.  Please see attachments for committee meeting reports.

Liaison Reports

Institute of Public Health – Rachel Stevens

Accreditation Board will be trained on February 22 and meet for decisions on March 15.  Linda Sewall and Joy Reed have been added to the Board.

School of Government – Aimee Wall

April 21, 22 Legal Conference.  Good agenda has been put together.

Adjournment

With no further business, the motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously at 9:50 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary L. Summers

Secretary/Treasurer
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